


• The  P r e s i d e n t ' s  P a g e  

T HE other  d a y  I r e a d  a letter that  one  of our  e m p l o y e s  wrote  

to a local  n e w s p a p e r .  In it he  a s k e d  some  ve ry  per t inent  

 quest ions.  He w a n t e d  to know, "Are  the ra i l roads  dying?" ,  

"Is there a n y  hope  for r ecove ry?"  a n d  " W h a t  is the future for 

the ra i l roads?"  These a r e  good  ques t ions  a n d  ve ry  m u c h  to the 

point. 

I b e g a n  to w o n d e r  w h a t  would  b e  the bes t  w a y  to a n s w e r  

these ques t ions  w h e n  there  c a m e  to m y  desk  a reprint  of a s tate-  

ment  m a d e  b y  Sena to r  Olin D. Johnston of  South Caro l ina  on 

the floor of the United Sta tes  Senate .  It a p p e a r e d  in the Con- 

gress ional  Record of March  5th. He  did  such  a good  job of sum-  

ming up  the presen t  situation, that  I h a v e  r eques t ed  the editor  

to publ ish  Sena to r  Johnston 's  s t a t ement  in full in this issue of 

the magaz ine .  

I a m  sure  that  af ter  you  h a v e  r e a d  it you  will h a v e  r e n e w e d  

conf idence in the impor t ance  a n d  future of the rai l roads.  As a 

true ra i l roader  you  will feel a sense  of pr ide  that  y o u  a re  as-  

soc ia ted  with a n  indust ry  that  m e a n s  so much  to the p rogres s  

a n d  well  be ing  of our  nation.  If you  find others  w h o  m a y  be  

showing  signs of d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  a b o u t  the ra i l roads ,  p a s s  the 

art icle a long  to them with the sugges t ion  that  they  r e a d  it, too. 
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O U R  OBJECTIVE 

Primarily the Erie Railroad Magazine  

is pub l i shed  for Erie employes  a n d  their 

fami l ies  secondar i ly  for Erie shippers ,  

suppliers ,  sha reho lde r s  a n d  others  in- 

terested in the rai lroad.  The editors try 

to tell objectively a n d  completely about  

the p rogress  of the Erie by  discussing 

m a n a g e m e n t ' s  policies, day -by-day  

practices,  p rob lems  a n d  p lans  for the 

tuture. Just a s  impor tant  is the h u m a n  

side of the news.  Emphas iz ing  contribu- 

tions to bet ter  citizenship a n d  a bet ter  

Erie, par t  of each  issue is devoted  to 

individual asp i ra t ions  and  ach ievements  

of Erie employes  on and  off the job. 
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Business Indicator 
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Freight Cars Loaded on the Erie and Received from Connecting Railroads 

Dol lar  F i g u r e s  at  a G l a n c e  

Month of February, 
1959 . . . . .  
1958 . . . . .  

Amounts Amounts Net Income 
Received Spent (or Loss) 

$ 12,283,540 
11,668,161 

Two Months Ended Feb. 28, 
1959 . . . . .  $ 24,593,855 
1958 . . . . .  24,424,911 

( ) Denotes Loss 

$ 12,936,413 
13,075,273 

$ 26,152,511 
26,719,159 

($ 652,873) 
(1,407,112) 

($1,558,656) 
(2,294,248) 
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Better Times Ahead  
Predicted for  Erie 

Mr. Von Wilier 
Sees Recovery 

in 1959 

A N U P W A R D  T R E N D  in car -  
load ings  and  r evenues  in the  
c los ing m o n t h s  of  1958 s ig-  

na l  b e t t e r  t imes  a h e a d  fo r  t he  na-  
t ion ' s  economy and  fo r  t he  E r i e  
Ra i l road ,  H a r r y  W. Von Wil ler ,  
p res iden t ,  to ld  s h a r e o w n e r s  in the  
c o m p a n y ' s  annua l  repor t ,  d i s t r i bu t -  
ed on March  11. 

This  predic t ion ,  made  e a r l y  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  is  be ing  borne  ou t  by  
the  i m p r o v e m e n t  in ca r load ings  fo r  
the  f i rs t  21 days  of  M a r c h  which  
were  10% b e t t e r  t h a n  a y e a r  ago.  

" 'Our p r o p e r t y  is ba s i ca l l y  sound  
and the  t e r r i t o r y  we se rve  abounds  
in oppo r tun i t i e s  fo r  g r e a t e r  indus-  
t r i a l  expans ion ,"  Mr. Von Wi l l e r  
wrote .  "The  c u r r e n t  y e a r  p romises  
to  be one of  recovery .  On the  bas i s  
of  ou r  p r e s e n t  fo recas t s ,  we expec t  
to r e t u r n  to  a prof i tab le  ope ra t i on  
in 1959." 

The loss in 1958 a m o u n t e d  to  $3,- 
668,879, equ iva len t  to  $1.75 a s h a r e  
of common stock.  Of necess i ty ,  
the  d i r ec to r s  vo ted  no t  to  p a y  a n y  
d iv idends  on the  common s tock,  a 
decis ion t h a t  Mr. Von W i l l e r  re-  
p o r t s  was  t a k e n  wi th  cons iderab le  
regre t ,  e spec ia l ly  in view of  t he  16- 
y e a r  r ecord  of  consecut ive  divi-  
dends.  

The E r i e  was  no t  the  on ly  ra i l -  
road  t h a t  fe l t  the  depres sed  s t a t e  
of bus iness .  Not  s ince t he  g r e a t  
depress ion  of  the  '30s have  ra i l -  
road  e a r n i n g s  been so low. 

Promising Developments 
However ,  du r ing  the  y e a r  some 

p romis ing  deve lopmen t s  occurred .  
Congress  recognized  the  u n f a i r  po- 
s i t ion  in which  ove r - r egu l a t i on  and 
unequal  compe t i t i on  have  p laced  
the r a i l roads ,  pa s sed  the  T r a n s p o r -  
t a t ion  A c t  of  1958, and  a r r a n g e d  
for  a f u r t h e r  s t u d y  of  the  r a i l r o a d  
s i tua t ion .  

April, 1959 

PAYROLL COST PER EMPLOYE 

TOTAL PAYROLL COSTS 
$88,964,920 $92,358,246 

S H A R P  RISES IN W A G E S  and employe benefits have caused the payroll 
cost to grow rapidly in recent years. 

A l o n g  wi th  o t h e r  r a i l r o a d s  which  
o p e r a t e  in the  h igh ly  i ndus t r i a l i z ed  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  sec t ion  of  t h e  Un i t ed  
S ta tes ,  the  E r i e ' s  f r e i g h t  t ra f f ic  in 
1958 ref lec ted  the  r e duc e d  indus-  
t r i a l  p roduc t ion  of  the  i ndus t r i e s  
served .  P r a c t i c a l l y  al l  commod-  
i t ies  moved  in l e s se r  quan t i t i e s  
t h a n  in the  p rev ious  year .  The  de- 
cline in t o n n a g e  which  E r i e  ha nd l e d  
was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p ronounc e d  in the  
h e a v y  goods  i ndus t r i e s  such as  i ron  
and  s teel ,  au tomob i l e s  and  o t h e r  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods.  

The  r evenues  f r o m  the  move-  
m e n t  of  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  

the  l a r g e s t  p a r t  of  E r i e ' s  t o t a l  busi -  
ness.  F o r  ins tance ,  in 1958 the  
s teel  i n d u s t r y  p roduced  on ly  85 
mil l ion tons  of  s tee l  c o m p a r e d  wi th  
113 mi l l ion  tons  in 1957, and  the  
au tomob i l e  i n d u s t r y  t u r n e d  ou t  
on ly  5.1 mi l l ion  cars ,  t r u c k s  and  
buses  c o m p a r e d  w i th  7.2 mi l l ion  in 
t he  p rev ious  year .  

The  effects  of  these  r educed  ac-  
t iv i t i es  ex t ended  to o t h e r  i ndus t r i e s  
inc lud ing  coal  and  r e s u l t e d  in low- 
er  r evenues  fo r  the  r a i l r o a d s  t h a t  
depend  on th i s  p roduc t ion  fo r  much  
of  t h e i r  tonnage .  

(Please turn the page) 
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Annual Report 
(Story  begins on page 5) 

Indica t ive  of the  reduced rev-  
enues  acc ru ing  to the  E r i e  in  1958 
compared to 1957 were :  i ron  and  
steel off 35 .4%;  au tomot ive  ve- 
hicles and  pa r t s  off 19 .8%;  o the r  
miscel laneous m a n u f a c t u r e s  off 
11 .8%;  coal and  coke off 21.1%. 
Our  f re igh t  revenues  in  1958 to- 
ta led $132,954,327 compared  with 
$154,665,802 in  1957, a reduct ion 
of $21,711,475 or  14%. 

The decline in traffic began  in 
September,  1957. I t  cont inued  into 
1958 a t  the  ra te  of abou t  20% be- 
low the  previous  yea r  un t i l  the end 
of A u g u s t  when  the  gap began  to 
nar row.  

Fourth Quarter Increase 

F o u r t h  q u a r t e r  r evenue  ton  miles 
increased 9% over  the  th i rd  quar -  
t e r  bu t  was st i l l  4% below the 
fou r th  q u a r t e r  of 1957. Fo r  the 
ful l  yea r  revenue  ton  miles were 
15.5% below the  previous  year.  
The decline in  revenues  was  some- 
wha t  less severe because of a 
s l igh t ly  h igher  level of r a tes  in  ef- 
fect in  1958. 

For  1959 Pres iden t  Von Wil ler  
an t ic ipa tes  t ha t  Er ie ' s  r evenue  ton 
miles will show a recovery  of ap- 
p rox imate ly  10%. Wi th  the  econ- 
omies t h a t  have been made  in  op- 
e ra t ion  expenses despi te  increased 
labor  costs, a n y  increase  in  revenue  
will quickly reflect i tself  in  ne t  in- 

come as a g rea t  deal more  traffic 
can be hand led  wi th  on ly  a nom-  
inal  increase  in  cost. 

Aggress ive  ac t ion  is be ing t a ke n  
to a t t r a c t  more  t onna ge  to the  rai l-  
road. In  addi t ion  to d i rec t ing  our  
efforts t oward  ob t a in ing  a l a rger  
share  of bo th  f r e igh t  and  passen-  
ger  traffic by  energe t ic  se l l ing and  
be t te r  service, m a n y  new concepts  
of ra i l road  pr ic ing  a re  also being 
s tudied and  tested.  

New Approach to Rates  

The a reas  u n d e r  cons idera t ion  in- 
clude such th ings  as vo lume rates ,  
incent ive  rates ,  agreed  charges,  
p iggy-back  ra tes  and  o the r  pr ic ing  
methods  t h a t  are  he lp ing  ra i l roads  
create  compet i t ion  ins tead  of j u s t  
mee t ing  it. 

The e s t ab l i shmen t  of such rates ,  
however,  will depend on the  I. C. C. 
i n t e rp re t a t i on  of the  so-called " ra te  
mak ing"  provis ion of the  T rans -  
po r t a t ion  Act  of 1958. 

This  new approach  involves  pre- 
cise m a r k e t  resea rch  to de te rmine  
p a t t e r n s  of d i s t r ibu t ion ,  n e t  rev-  
enues  to be derived f rom h a n d l i n g  
cer ta in ,  commodit ies  a nd  the  poten-  
t ial  ne t  r evenue  effect on different  
levels of p r i c i n g - - a l l  keyed toward  
a real is t ic  p r ic ing  of good rai l  serv-  
ice t h a t  will move  traffic to the 
m u t u a l  economic a d v a n t a g e  of 
shippers  and  the  ra i l road.  

The  m a r r i a g e  of ra i l  and  high- 
way service on the  Er ie  in  1954, 

1 9 5 8  

Operating Revenues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $152,745,896 
Operating Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $127,623,042 
Ratio of expenses to revenues . . . . . . . . .  83.55% 
Taxes (Federal, State and Local) . . . . . .  $13,161,131 
Taxes per share (if Common Stock . . . . .  $5.37 
Income available for fixed charges . . . . .  $4,676,197 
Fixed charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $4,999,321 
Times fixed charges earned . . . . . . . . . . . .         94 
Contingent interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $3,345,755 
Net income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ($3,668,879) 
Dividends per share of Preferred Stock. $5.00 
Total dividends on Preferred Stock . . . .  $625,900 
Earnings per share of Common Stock.. (81.75) 
Dividends per share of Common Stock. None 
Total dividends on Common Stock . . . .  None 
Book value per share of Common Stock $69.07 
Number of shareowners . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,545 
Average number of employes . . . . . . . . .  15,021 
Miles of railroad operated . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,201 

( ) - D e n o t e s  red figure 

1 9 5 7  1 9 5 6  

$173,160.296 8175,899,859 
8141,081,738 $137,693,502 

81.47% 78.28% 
$12,278,457 $13,965,956 

$5.01 $5.70 
 $12,071,769 $16,420,490 
$5,125,369 $4,917,366 

2.36 3.34 
 $3,345.800 $3,332,6 1 5 
$3,600,600 $8,170,509 

$5.00 $5.00 
$625,900 $625,900 

$1.21 $3.08 
$1.00 S1.50 

$2,450,242 $3,675,376 
$72.16 $72.32 
22,224 21,693 
17,245 18,135 
2,207 2,207 

HERE,  IN CAPSULE FORM, are the highlights of the year's business. 

in  the  fo rm of piggy-back,  provided 
a new service whose g rowth  is ex- 
c i t ing and  p rov ing  of g r e a t  in te r -  
est  to shippers.  These  opera t ions  
con t inued  to expand  in  1958. 

Piggy-Back Prospects  
While  the  r evenue  f rom this  

service cons t i tu tes  on ly  abou t  one 
percent  of E r i e ' s  to ta l  ope ra t i ng  
revenue,  the re  is e n c o u r a g e m e n t  in  
the  fac t  t h a t  there  was a 72% in- 
crease over  the  previous  year .  This  
is a he a l t hy  increase  in  view of the  
decline in  rai l  car load business .  

Studies  indica te  t h a t  th i s  t r a f -  
fic is profi table  a nd  mos t  of i t  
is newly  crea ted  traff ic t h a t  would 
no t  have moved our  way  if we did 
no t  offer p iggy-back  service. I t  is 
expected this  bus iness  will increase  
as more  and  more  ref inements  are  
added and  as shippers  find i t  more  
economical  to use the  service. 

Special  Cars 
The c o n s t a n t  search  by  shippers  

to reduce d i s t r i bu t ion  costs has  
b r ough t  an  inc reas ing  demand  on 
the ra i l roads  for  special ly designed 
and  equipped f r e igh t  cars.  

The Er ie  is in  a posi t ion to fur -  
n i sh  a va r i e t y  of such cars.  Con- 
s t ruc t ion  costs are  h igher  t h a n  
s t a n d a r d  f r e igh t  equipment .  How- 
ever, where  r evenues  are  sufficient  
to pay  the i r  way  the  in i t ia l  inves t -  
m e n t  is just i f ied because  they  
keep bus iness  on the  ra i ls  and  help 
to reduce loss a nd  damage  claims. 

P a s s e n g e r  traffic in  1958 held 
up well in the  face of the  recession.  
In  fact ,  a compar i son  wi th  o the r  
ea s t e rn  ra i l roads  indicates  t h a t  
while all  showed a decline, on ly  one 
ra i l road  recorded a smal le r  per- 
cen tage  decrease t h a n  the  Erie .  

P a s s e n g e r  Revenues  
Much of this  resu l t  is due to the 

energet ic  efforts of Er ie ' s  passenger  
r ep resen ta t ives  in  s t i m u l a t i n g  t r a f -  
fic t h r o u g h  special g roup  tours  
and  o the r  organized  t rave l  induce-  
ments .  The revenue  received f rom 
c a r r y i n g  passenger s  a m o u n t e d  to 
$6,708,437 which was  $297,116 or  
4.2% below 1957. 

Mail r evenues  in  1958 were $5,- 
243,725, an  increase  of $2,258,892 
or  75.7%, due pr inc ipa l ly  to re t ro-  
act ive ma i l  pa y  and  increased  
r a t e s  as a r e su l t  of a claim filed 
wi th  the  Pos t  Office D e p a r t m e n t  in  
1956. 

6                                                                                                                                 Erie Railroad Magazine



T O D A Y  T H E  ERIE,  L I K E  THIS  ENGINEER,  is prepared for  the signal to start  toward better times. 

Express  revenues ,were $1,596,- 
859, a decrease of $30,332 or  1.9%, 
and miscellaneous revenues, which 
include many  items such as  switch- 
ing charges,  s torage  of freight ,  din- 
ing car  receipts,  etc., were $6,- 
242,548, a decrease of $634,369 or  
9.2%. 

Other Income 

Other income received, such as 
rent, interest ,  dividends and f rom 
other  sources, was $2,268,846 com- 
pared with $1,388,966 or  63.4% 
more than  the previous year.  The 
increase is pr incipal ly  explained by 
a change in the  accounting regula-  
tions effective J anua ry  1, 1958, 
under which profits on the  sale of 
property,  etc., a re  handled through 
income whereas  pr ior  to 1958 i tems 
of this charac te r  were credited to 

April, 1959 

re ta ined income-unappropriated.  
A continued capi ta l  improvement  

p rogram is not  mere ly  a desirable 
t h i n g - - i t  is an essential  element in 
the s t r eng th  and fu ture  p rosper i ty  
of a rai l road.  For tuna te ly ,  our 
equipment and facil i t ies are  in good 
physical  condition as a resul t  of 
the $171 million t h a t  has  been in- 
vested in addit ions and be t te rments  
in the ten years  pr ior  to 1958. 

This p rog ram involved the  com- 
plete replacement  of all s t eam lo- 
comotives with diesels. Since 1954, 
as employes know, the  Er ie  has 
been a ful ly  diesel-powered rai l-  
road, including the tug  boats  tha t  
opera te  in New York Harbor .  

New Car Shop 
Because of poor  earnings  Er ie ' s  

capi ta l  improvement  p r og r a m  for  

1958 was curtai led,  and many  ma- 
jor  pro jec ts  had to  be postponed. 
A to ta l  of $2,853,000 was spent  
for  this  purpose which was f a r  be- 
low the average  of the pas t  ten 
years.  However,  some progress  was 
made on essential  i tems and others  
were completed t h a t  had  been 
s t a r t ed  in previous years .  

In this  l a t t e r  ca tegory  was the 
new u l t ra -modern  car  r epa i r  shop 
at  Meadville, Pa., which began op- 
era t ion in September.  Approxi-  
ma te ly  100 men have been recal led 
to work  upgrading  box cars  and 
gondola cars  in ant ic ipat ion of in- 
creased traffic requirements .  

Incidental ly,  Er ie ' s  purchases  of 
new f re igh t  cars  in recent  years  
have brought  the  average  age Of 
our cars  down to 16 years ,  which 

(Please turn the page) 
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OVER H A L F  OF E V E R Y  D O L L A R  the Erie took in 
during 1958 was paid out again in wages; materials 

and supplies took nearly thirty cents of every dollar 
received. 

Average Wage is $5,695 

During this period, employe 
wage ra tes  were increased each 
year  in accordance with a three-  
year  nat ional  labor  agreement.  Un- 
der the te rms of tha t  contract ,  
wage ra tes  have increased 37c an 
hour of which 13c represents  au- 
tomatic  "cost  of living" adjus t -  
ments. 

The average annual earnings per  
employe now tota l  $5,695, in ad- 
dition to which the ra i l road pays  
taxes  for  ra i l road ret i rement ,  un- 
employment  insurance and heal th  
and welfare benefits averaging 
$454 per  employe annually.  

The need for  economies necessi- 
ta ted  a sharp  cur ta i lment  in the 
p rogram for  maintaining t rack  and 
equipment. As Erie  has consist- 
ent ly  followed a policy over the 
past  several  years  of keeping the 
p roper ty  a t  a high s t andard  of 
maintenance, i t  was possible to 
temporar i ly  cut back without  in- 
curr ing too much deferred main- 
tenance. 

Maintenance Costs 

The cost of maintaining the 
track, roadway,  bridges and o ther  
s t ructures  was $16,593,617 which 
was $3,442,800 or 17.2% less than  
a year  ago. Contr ibut ing to this  
reduced expense was the  fact  t ha t  
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the Er ie  was one of the pioneers 
in the use of mechanized equip- 
ment  for  repai r ing  and maintain-  
ing t racks.  Since 1955, the work 
of bal last ing,  cleaning and sur-  
facing t racks  has been progres-  
sively mechanized by this process. 

Also in the  a rea  of t rack  work 
the Er ie  has  adopted the pract ice  
of gr inding rai l  as a p a r t  of i ts  
maintenance program.  Electroni-  
cal ly controlled equipment has  
been developed t h a t  permi ts  grind-  
ing a rai l  accurate ly ,  eff iciently 
and economically. Such gr inding 
can prolong the useful life of rail 
by six years  or  more. 

Maintaining cars and locomo- 
tives required $23,832,559, a de- 
crease of $3,118,119 or  11.6% 
compared with the previous year.  
The Er ie  cur ren t ly  owns 484 die- 
sel locomotive units all of which 
are in serviceable condition and 
ready  to handle any increase in 
traffic.  The method of "progres-  
sive maintenance" has  been fol- 
lowed in keeping Er ie  locomotives 
in good working order  a t  the two 
ma jo r  diesel shops a t  Marion, O., 
and Hornell,  N. Y. 

Transpor ta t ion  expenses, which 
include all s tat ion,  ya rd  and t ra in  
operat ion costs, amounted to $73,- 
819,541, a decrease of $6,048,870 
or  7.6%. The re la t ively  high ra t io  

of these expenses to our to ta l  rev- 
enue continues to be a challenge. 

A la rge  port ion of Er ie ' s  t ra f f ic  
te rminates  in the New York a rea  
which involves high f re igh t  s ta t ion 
costs and expensive f loat ing op- 
era t ions  to move f re igh t  across the 
Hudson River  to destination.  

Merger Study Progress 

Sat i s fac to ry  progress  has been 
made on the explora tory  merger  
s tudy  under taken  in cooperat ion 
with the Delaware,  Lackawanna  
& Western  Rai l road  and the Dela- 
ware  & Hudson Rai l road as pre- 
viously announced. A g rea t  deal 
of technical da t a  has been pre- 
pared which indicates t ha t  definite 
economic and financial  advantages  
would accrue to shareowners,  ship- 
pers, communities served and the 
general  public if the proper t ies  of 
the three  ra i l roads  were merged. 

All of this  informat ion is being 
analyzed by a twelve-man merger  
committee consist ing of four  di- 
rectors  f rom each company. I t  is 
expected t ha t  this  committee will 
be in a posit ion to make definite 
recommendat ions  to the i r  respec- 
t ive boards  of directors  within the 
next  few months.  

The directors  will then review 
the commit tee 's  recommendat ions  

(Please turn the page) 
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S T A N D A R D  B A R O M E T E R  OF F R E I G H T  B U S I N E S S  is the record of revenue ton miles. 

500 

and if adopted, i t  will be necessary 
to submit  the proposal  to the 
shareowners.  Approval  of a t  least  
two-thirds of the stock of each 
company will be required, as well 
as approval  by the In t e r s t a t e  
Commerce Commission, before the 
three companies can be combined. 

Co-ordination and Savings 

Such a combined sys tem would 
comprise approximate ly  4,000 miles 
of ra i l road in seven s ta tes  and the 
Canadian province of Quebec. I t  
would rank as the f i f th  la rges t  
ra i l road in the Eas t  f rom the 
s tandpoint  of assets,  revenues, em- 
ployment and mileage. 

I r respect ive of the outcome of 
the Eric  DL&W--D&H merger  
s tudy coordination projects  are  
going ahead wherever  savings can 
be made by combining duplicate fa- 
cilities. As Er ie  employes know, 
the Je rsey  City passenger  terminal  
operat ion has  been combined with 
the DL&W a t  Hoboken, including 
dining car  operations.  

The reductions in Er ie ' s  operat-  
ing expenses, by reason of this 
coordination, are cur ren t ly  run- 
ning about  $500,000 a year.  The 
discontinuance on December 12, 
1958 of the  Je rsey  City-Chambers  
St. ferry,  which was pa r t  of the 

l0 

original  project ,  will produce ad- 
dit ional savings of about  $185,000 
a year.  

Joint Track Use 

Another  coordinat ion project  of- 
fer ing opportuni t ies  for  savings of 
about  $500,000 a year  to Er ie  is 
the jo int  use of Er ie  t racks  by the 
DL&W for  about  75 miles between 
Binghamton and Corning, N. Y. 
where both ra i l roads  paral le l  each 
other. Construct ion work was 
s ta r t ed  in November by the instal-  
lation of a new t rack  connection 
a t  Binghamton.  I t  is expected the 
plan will be in operat ion by Sep- 
tember  1959. 

In the pas t  several  years  the 
Er ie  has  combined its perishable 
terminal  and auction facil i t ies with 
the  Pennsylvania  Rai l road in New 
York City and f re igh t  house op- 
era t ions  with the  DL&W at  Bing- 
hamton and Elmira .  

Approval  of the ICC has been 
obtained to acquire t r ackage  r ights  
over the Bal t imore & Ohio Rail- 
road between Limestone, N. Y. 
and Mt. Jewett ,  Pa. which will per- 
mit  abandonment  of a port ion of 
our Bradford  Division. This ar-  
rangement  will be utilized within 
the next  few months.  

Commuter Problems 
Never before in the h i s tory  of 

the ra i l roads  has  g rea t e r  public 
a t tent ion  been focused on the dif- 
ficulties involved in providing sub- 
urban  t ra in  service in metropol i tan  
areas.  The s i tuat ion is becoming 
more cri t ical  each year.  Many 
studies have been made by indi- 
vidual agencies and many  plans 
have been proposed, but  to date 
no construct ive action has been 
taken by local author i t ies  to pre- 
serve this  essential  public service. 

Experience has  demonst ra ted  
tha t  this  type  of service cannot 
be opera ted  a t  a prof i t  under  pres- 
ent -day conditions. As commuter  
t ra ins  are concentrated in a shor t  
period during morning and eve- 
ning rush hours, opera t ing  costs 
are  ex t remely  high and even if 
compensatory  fares  c o u l d  be 
charged, they  would be so pro- 
hibitive t ha t  passengers  could not  
af ford  them and would be forced 
to seek o ther  means of t rave l  or  
make o ther  plans. 

The problem is par t i cu la r ly  acute  
in the  New Jersey  a rea  where 
taxes  on ra i l road  p roper ty  are  ex- 
o rb i t an t ly  high, adding to the 
costs, and where publicly-provided 
bridges, tunnels,  h ighways and ter-  

(Please turn  to p a g e  25) 

Erie Railroad Magazine 

JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. 

* A ton of revenue freight moved one mile 

revenue 

ton miles 

( In Thousands)  

800 

700 

600 

500 

1000 

900 



Annual Report 
(Story begins on page 5) 

DESPITE ECONOMIES,  the costs of doing business 
remained high during 1958, and the general business 

level remained low, so that net income declined into 
loss figures. 

is well  be low the  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  
of  20 y e a r s  f o r  a l l  r a i l r oads .  In  
M a r c h  an  o r d e r  was  p l aced  fo r  200 
new box ca r s  to cos t  a b o u t  $2,600,- 
000. 

In  t he  p a s t  y e a r  seven  heavy -  
d u t y  f lat  c a r s  were  bu i l t  p r inc ipa l -  
ly  fo r  hau l i ng  l a rge  e lec t r ica l  
t r a n s f o r m e r s  fo r  sh ippe r s  loca ted  
on ou r  line. P u r c h a s e s  were  also 
m a d e  of  a v a r i e t y  of  h i g h w a y  ve- 
hicles  fo r  use  in t r a n s p o r t i n g  main-  
t e n a n c e - o f - w a y  m a t e r i a l  and  per -  
sonnel  to  o u t l y i n g  w o r k  a reas .  
M a n y  misce l l aneous  t r a c k  mach ines  
and  o t h e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  e q u i p m e n t  
were  in s t a l l ed  to  i nc rease  efficiency 
and  improve  employe  w o r k i n g  con- 
di t ions .  

Communications and Track 
Severa l  y e a r s  ago  an  ove ra l l  

p l an  was  deve loped  to conver t  
some double  t r a c k  to  s ingle  t r a c k  
and  ins ta l l  Cen t ra l i zed  Traff ic  Con- 
t ro l  on ce r t a in  s e g m e n t s  of  the  t e r -  
r i t o r y  e x t e n d i n g  f rom Mar ion ,  
Ohio, to  H a m m o n d ,  Ind.  This  elec- 
t ron ic  t r a i n  s igna l l i ng  device p ro-  
v ides  g r e a t e r  f lexibi l i ty  of  t r a i n  
m o v e m e n t s  and  b e t t e r  u t i l i za t ion  
of  f ewer  t r acks .  

Two s e g m e n t s  of  th i s  p r o g r a m  
h a v e  been  comple t ed  a n d  a t h i r d  
is au tho r i zed  fo r  1959. A d d i t i o n a l  
sec t ions  will  be conve r t ed  as  ra i l  
and  t ie  r enew a l  p r o g r a m s  become 
due, t h u s  avo id ing  the  need  of  pu r -  
chas ing  new ra i l  and  t ies .  The  
E r i e  has  377 mi les  of  C.T.C. now 
in se rv ice  and  s tud ies  a r e  cont inu-  
ing  fo r  poss ib le  f u t u r e  i n s t a l l a -  
t ions.  

The  E r i e  has  t he  d i s t inc t ion  of  
be ing  the  f i rs t  r a i l r o a d  to  have  
comple te  t r a i n  r ad io  communica -  
t ion  ove r  t he  en t i r e  ma in  l ine and  
in y a r d  service .  Over  t he  yea rs ,  
th is  i n s t a l l a t i o n  has  p r o v e n  h igh ly  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  in exped i t i ng  t r a i n s  
and  i m p r o v i n g  on- t ime  p e r f o r m -  
ance.  D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  yea rs ,  
we have  a lso  been equ ipp ing  ou r  
pol ice  d e p a r t m e n t  au tomob i l e s  wi th  
t w o - w a y  r ad io s  t u n e d  to  t he  s a m e  
f r e q u e n c y  used  b y  t h e  t r a i n  radio .  

Wage Costs Rise 
The  even t s  of  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  

ca l led  fo r  ca re fu l  p l a n n i n g  and  the  
g r e a t e s t  poss ib le  con t ro l  ove r  ex-  
penses.  " E c o n o m y "  became  the  
w a t c h w o r d  in al l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  
E v e r y  ef for t  was  d i r ec t ed  t o w a r d  

g r e a t e r  prof ic iency t h r o u g h  im- 
p roved  o p e r a t i n g  me thods .  Opera -  
t ions  no t  a b s o l u t e l y  e s sen t i a l  to  
the  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a s a f e  a n d  de- 
pendab le  se rv ice  were  e l imina ted .  
This  b e l t - t i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c e d  im- 
p re s s ive  s a v i n g s  in view of  t he  con- 
t i n u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  cos t s  of  bo th  
w a g e s  and  m a t e r i a l s .  

W a g e s  took  53.2 cen ts  of  e v e r y  
do l l a r  rece ived  b y  t h e  r a i l road ,  and  
r e t i r e m e n t  t a x e s  and  o t h e r  benef i ts  
b r o u g h t  t he  en t i r e  wage  cos t  to  60 
cents  of  e v e r y  dol lar .  This  was  
n a t u r a l l y  t he  a r e a  t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  
the  g r e a t e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  reduc-  
ing  expenses .  The  e l imina t ion  of  
j obs  is neve r  a p l e a s a n t  t a s k ;  nev-  
e r the l e s s  r e d u c i n g  expenses  was  a 
d u t y  wi th  no o t h e r  choice. 

A c c o rd ing ly ,  E r i e ' s  work  force  
was  r e duc e d  to  an  a v e r a g e  o f  
15,021 employes  d u r i n g  the  y e a r  
c o m p a r e d  wi th  17,245 in 1957 and  
18,135 in 1956. I f  m a n a g e m e n t  h a d  
fa i led  to mee t  th i s  ob l iga t ion  a n d  
the  s a m e  n u m b e r  of  employes  were  
now on the  pa y ro l l  as  in 1956, t he  
E r i e ' s  w a g e  bill  would  now be run -  
n ing  ove r  $19 mil l ion more  p e r  
y e a r  t h a n  a t  p resen t .  
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Erie Bowlers Roll Up Prizes 

Youngstown Site 
of Tourney 
14th Time 

N E A R L Y  300 m e n - - 2 9 9  to be 
e x a c t - - f r o m  all d e p a r t m e n t s  

of the  Er ie  Railroad,  inc lud ing  
m a n y  f rom off-line agencies,  bowled 
in the  $1,463 14th a n n u a l  sys tem-  
wide bowling t o u r n a m e n t  a t  
Youngstown.  

Top team honors  went  to a group  
f rom the f re igh t  claim d e p a r t m e n t  
in Cleveland, who rolled up a to ta l  
of 3,078 for  fifteen lines. Two 
teams f rom Kent ,  followed by  one 
f rom Akron  and  ano the r  f rom Sal- 
amanca  were close behind. 

Members  of the winn ing  team 
were:  Andrew Bacenko, Marvin  
Buchwald,  James  Green, Rober t  
Petonic  and  N o r m a n  Klimack.  

Wins Singles 

High scorer  in the singles was 
J e r r y  Mickunas  of Akron,  with a 
score of 693; Roy K r a m e r  and  Wil- 
l iam Gill of Akron  won the doubles 
with a score of 1,306. High man  
in the  a l l -events  to ta ls  was Rober t  
A. Maglio, Hoboken. 

Team, doubles and singles scores 
were based on three  l ines bowled 
by each m a n ;  the al l -events  scores 
represen ted  the nine lines rolled in 
the three  r egu la r  events.  

of $1,463 in Annual Event 

THIS TEAM FROM THE FREIGHT CLAIM department in Cleveland 
won the Woodruff Trophy for the top score (3,078) in the tournament. 
Left  to r ight:  James Green, Norman Klimack, Robert Petonic, Marvin 
Buchwald, Andrew Bacenko. 

High s ingle  line score was rolled 
by G. Stanislow, Br ier  Hill, who 
achieved 244 out  of a possible 300; 
Rober t  A. Maglio, Hoboken,  had 
the highest  th ree  line total ,  644; 
and  Herbe r t  F. Leonard ,  Cleveland, 
rolled a tr ipl icate,  th ree  l ines wi th  
the same score, 175. 

The prizes to ta led $528 for  the 
five-man t eams ;  $428 for  doubles;  
$482 for s ingles  and  $75 for  
doubles.  

Prize money  in the  doubles was 

paid to those with scores of 1,183 
and  above;  in the s ingles  to those 

(Please turn to page 30) 

JERRY MICKUNAS, Akron, rolled 
693 to take the singles title. 

A L L  E V E N T S  H I G H  M A N  was 
Robert A. Maglio, Hoboken, with 
1,989. 

April, 1959 

B O W L I N G  IS A P I P E  for Roy E. 
Kramer  of Meadville. He and his 
partner,  Wi l l iam Gill, took the 
doubles with 1,306. 

11 



J O H N  W. F O G A R T Y ,  general 
f re ighthouse foreman:   "See that 
a l l  shipments are i tem checked,  
and not  merely  piece checked or  
counted."  

PERFECT SHIPPING 
Erie Men in Cleveland Freight House 

and Yard Strive for 100% Record 

E VERY month is perfect  shipping month on the Erie,  for  all Er ie  
men and women know tha t  the ra i l road ' s  ab i l i ty  to compete rests  
upon the qual i ty  of service to its customers.  These men a t  Cleve- 

land 's  HD Yard and Scranton Road f re ight  house have definite opinions 
on how the i r  jobs should be performed:  and both ya rd  and f re ight  
house s tand high by all measures  of efficiency in safe and sure han- 
dling of shipments.  Their  words are worth reading. 

T R U C K E R  S T E P H E N  B O N A S  and Checker A r t h u r  
Ecker: "See that  there are proper notations on all  
waybi l ls ." 

E D W A R D  W. 
K R A F T ,  s t o w -  
man and check- 
er: "Watch flaps 
o n  c a r t o n s ,  
watch markings 
to see that every-  
thing is stowed  
r i g h t  side up.  
Put heavy car-
tons on bottom,
light on top."  

HAROLD H ILL ,  checker: "Handle freight  carefully 
and properly when loading and unloading." 
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THOMAS J. K I L B A N E ,  general 
yardmaster: "Be constantly alert 
and informed at  all t imes of what 
is going on, and what  needs to be 
done. I f  someone makes a mis- 
take, correct  him then, not later, 
but don' t  ' lecture. '  " 

YARD CONDUCTOR Thomas Ca- 
Ionni: "Take weather into account 
on all moves." 

EUGENE A. FRENCH, engineer:  
"Keep men on the ground in s ight  
at  all t imes and don' t  move too 
fast ."  

BRAKEMAN DAVID  E. TAYLOR:  "Watch grades 
and their effects on car speeds." 

April, 1959                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 13

B E R N A R D  F. KRAMER,  chief clerk: "Be sure t o 
tell  crew what  contents are and warn them to han- 
dle cars accordingly."  



U NLESS American indus t ry  as 
a whole ends wasteful  ship- 

ping practices,  all indus t ry  will fall  
by the wayside, David C. Mitchell. 
Er ie ' s  super intendent  of s ta t ion 
services and f re ight  claim preven- 
tion, told a meet ing of the Mans- 
field Chapter  of Delta Nu Alpha. 

Delta Nu Alpha,  nat ional  t rans-  
por ta t ion  f ra te rn i ty ,  had invited 
Mitchell to address  them on the 
subject  of careful  shipping, a lways 
a foremost  thought  in the ra i l road 
industry,  but especially s t ressed 
every April.  

Among those a t tending  were in- 
dust r ia l  traffic members,  and men 
from rail,  motor, a i r  and s team- 
ship t ranspor ta t ion  companies. 

Education as Weapon 
"Educat ion is our  chief weapon 

agains t  the t ru ly  s tagger ing  losses 
tha t  industry,  and the nat ion as a 
whole, suffers when goods are  dam- 
aged in t rans i t , "  he said. 

Among the causes of the  t re-  
mendous losses, he pointed out, is 
the continual refinement of prod- 
uct. 

"A generat ion ago not much 
could happen to a cast  iron kitchen 
range in t rans i t , "  he told his hear-  
ers, "but  today ' s  kitchen range is 
a wholly different item. I t  is made 
of porcelain." 

Long Question Period 
He kept  his ta lk  general ,  not 

pointing to the problems of any 
one branch of indus t ry  or  t rans-  
port,  and s t ressed the need for  an 
order ly  approach to the solution 
of the problem. His twenty-min-  
ute ta lk  was followed by an educa- 
tional film "In Your Hands,"  deal- 
ing with the special problems of 
rail t ranspor t ,  and was followed by 
a more than  two-hour question and 
answer period. 

Elsewhere in this  month ' s  mag- 
azine are  pic tures  and opinions of 
men who have been successful in                                �• 
l imiting damage on the Erie. At  
Cleveland's HD ya rd  impact  re- 
corders have shown continuing im- 
provement in car  handling. 

�•  •  •
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Two Transport 
Studies Set 
in Washington 

A new t ranspor ta t ion  study,  be- 
ing under taken  by  the Depar tment  
of Commerce a t  the  direct ion of 
Pres ident  Eisenhower,  began in 
ear ly  F e b r u a r y  with a meet ing of 
government  officials and indus t ry  
leaders who are  to par t ic ipate .  

The s tudy  was announced by 
President  Eisenhower  in his budget  
message to Congress for  1960. The 
message sa id :  "The sec re ta ry  of 
commerce, a t  my  request,  is under-  
tak ing  a comprehensive s tudy of 
nat ional  t r anspor t a t ion  to ident i fy  
emerging problems, redefine the  ap- 
propr ia te  federal  role, and recom- 
mend any legislat ion or adminis t ra-  
tive actions needed to assure  the 
balanced development of our t rans-  
por ta t ion  system."  

Another  t r anspor ta t ion  study,  
authorized in 1958 under  Senate 
Resolution 303, but  not  yet  begun, 
is to be made by the Senate Com- 
mit tee  on In te r s t a t e  and Fore ign  
Commerce. Under  Senate Resolu- 
t ion 29, introduced in J a n u a r y  by 
Senator  Magnuson for  himself  and 
for  Senator  Smathers ,  the  t ime for  
completion of this  s tudy  would be 
extended to J a n u a r y  31, 1960. 

As of J a n u a r y  1, 1959, the  Class 
I ra i l roads  owned 1,800,770 f re igh t  
cars  of all kinds, including 75,047 
ra i l road  owned and controlled pri-  
va te  r e f r ige ra to r  cars.  

E NTRIES for  the four th  annual 
Er ie  System Golf Tournament ,  

to be held a t  Meadville on Satur-  
day  and Sunday, Ju ly  25 and 26. 
are coming in at  a g rea t  rate,  ac- 
cording to Wal t e r  Loper  and Ralph 
Costa, Meadville members  of the 
committee. 

Blanks  for  those who wish to 
p lay  are  avai lable at  all principal  
t icket  offices, off-line agencies and 
super in tendent ' s  offices. They 
must  be re turned  by Ju ly  1. 

Hailwood Golf Course, where the 
event will be played, is a 68-par 
twice-around links, with the tees 
for  the second nine holes set  back 
f rom those for  the first round. This 
separa t ion  accounts for  a d i f f e r e nce  
in ya rdage  between the first and 
the second nines. The course is 
2,872 yards  out and 2,880 yards  in, 
for  a to ta l  of 5,752. 

Winter Rules, Cal loway 

Winter  rules will be played, so 
tha t  golfers  may  improve lies on 
the f a i rway  under  course rules. 
Handicapping will be by means of 
the Calloway System. 

The Cal loway System is an "au- 
tomat ic"  method for  equalizing the 
chances of golfers  from different 
clubs, and depends upon the score 
achieved on the day  of play. 

Anyone who p lays  the course in 
pa r  or  under  has  no handicap;  a 
man who plays  1 over pa r  to 75 is 
assigned a handicap amount ing to 
half  the number  of s t rokes  on his 
wors t  hole; a p layer  turn ing  in a 
score of 75 to 80 is given a handi- 
cap amount ing  to the score of his 
wors t  hole. 

The handicap continues to rise 
by five-stroke brackets .  Thus, 
should a  p layer  turn  in a score of 
141 to 145, his handicap amounts  
to the number  of s t rokes  of his 
seven wors t  holes, plus one-half  
the score of his next  wors t ;  and 
anyone p laying  between 146 and 
150 gets  a handicap of his eight  
wors t  holes. 

�•  •  • 
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to Nation, Senator Declares 
Senate Hears of Dangers of Neglect; 

Extract from the Official 

S 
I G N S  a re  m a n y  t h a t  bo th  t he  people  of  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and  t h e  
men a n d  women  who  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  and  m a k e  the  c o u n t r y ' s  l aws  
a re  becoming  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a l a r m e d  by  the  s i t u a t i o n  in which  t h e  

r a i l r o a d s  have been p laced  by  o v e r - r e g u l a t i o n  and  unequa l  compet i t ion .  
S e n a t o r  Olin D. J o h n s t o n  (D., S. Car . )  r e c e n t l y  a d d r e s s e d  the  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  Sena t e  on the  i m p o r t a n c e  of  a h e a l t h y  r a i l r o a d  i n d u s t r y  
to t he  na t ion .  He re  is t he  t e x t  of  his  speech :  

Mr. P res iden t ,  somet imes  we a re  
prone  to f o r g e t  and  to neg lec t  a 
word  of  t r i b u t e  o r  p ra i se  to  an  
i n d u s t r y - - a n d  to t he  men  who a re  
engaged  in i t - - w h i c h  p l ays  so im- 
p o r t a n t  a role  in the  l ives of  eve ry  
one of  us  and  which is so essen-  
t i a l ly  a f u n d a m e n t a l  p a r t  of  our  
p rog re s s  and  deve lopmen t  as  a 
Nat ion .  

We a r e  f o r t u n a t e  in the  g r e a t  
and d ivers i f i ed  t y p e s  of  ou r  A m e r -  
ican i ndus t ry .  

Our  p a s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  has  been 
possible  because  of  the  p r o g r e s s  
these  i n d u s t r i e s  h a v e  m a d e  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  g r o w t h  and  expan-  
sion. We owe t h e m  much  fo r  tha t .  

Railroads Called Vital 
O u r  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s  m a y  well 

depend  upon  the  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and  
con t inued  h e a l t h y  ex i s tence  of  
these  v i t a l  indus t r ies .  Too m a n y  
of ou r  c i t izens  have  t h e i r  p r i va t e  
funds  inves t ed  in t h e m  for  t h a t  
i n v e s t m e n t  to  be neglec ted .  

Too m a n y  w o r k e r s  depend  upon 
the i r  con t inued  e m p l o y m e n t  in all  
our  i ndus t r i e s  fo r  us  to  a l low a n y  
one to  be t he  ob j ec t  of  d iscr imi-  
n a t o r y  p rac t i ces  o r  policies.  

In  m y  opinion,  one of  t he  mos t  
v i ta l  of  ou r  i ndus t r i e s  t o d a y  is ou r  
r a i l roads .  

To neg lec t  th is  s e g m e n t  of  our  
economic s y s t e m  would  indeed 
have  d i re  and  f a r - r e a c h i n g  conse-  
quences.  T h o u s a n d s  of  w o r k e r s  

Senator  Olin D. Johnston 

depend  upon  ou r  g r e a t  r a i l w a y  
s y s t e m  fo r  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t - -  
t r a c k  - worke r s ,  r e pa i rme n ,  engi-  
neers ,  b r a k e m e n ,  conduc tors ,  s t a -  
t ion agen t s ,  off ice  worke r s ,  and  
execut ives .  

So we m u s t  no t  over look  a n y  of  
t h e m  when  such a v i t a l  i n d u s t r y  
r equ i r e s  ou r  t h o u g h t f u l  cons idera -  
t ion  fo r  i t s  f u t u r e  wel l -being.  

I have  p r e p a r e d  a b r i e f  s t a t e -  
m e n t  r e l a t ive  to  th i s  g r e a t  indus-  
t ry ,  and  I des i re  to  have  m y  s t a t e -  
m e n t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in t he  Record.  
La t e r ,  I sha l l  e x p a n d  m y  r e m a r k s ,  
fo r  th i s  v i t a l  and  ingen ious  Amer -  
ican  e n t e r p r i s e  dese rves  o u r  mos t  
ca re fu l  cons idera t ion .  

F o r  t he  p a s t  few years ,  I have  
become i n c r e a s i n g l y  concerned  

April, 1959 

a b o u t  t he  phys i ca l  and  f inanc ia l  
condi t ion  of  ou r  g r e a t  A m e r i c a n  
r a i l r o a d  i ndus t ry .  

I fo l lowed wi th  much i n t e r e s t  
t he  h e a r i n g s  which  were  he ld  l a s t  
w i n t e r  u n d e r  t he  ab le  l e a de r sh ip  
of  ou r  col league,  t he  S e n a t o r  f rom 
F l o r i d a  [Mr. S m a t h e r s ] .  

I was  much  encouraged ,  of  course ,  
when  the  Congress ,  in A u g u s t ,  en- 
ac t ed  the  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A c t  of  
1958, and  r e move d  the  one rous  
3 pe rcen t  excise  t a x  on f r e i g h t  
sh ipmen t s .  

$35 Billion Investment 

These  two  pieces  of  l eg i s l a t ion  
were,  of  course ,  v e r y  he lpfu l ,  and,  
in m y  opinion,  c o n s t i t u t e d  a good 
beginning .  W e  mus t ,  however ,  con- 
t inue  to  look fo r  a comple t e  solu-  
t ion to  t h e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  p rob l ems  
of  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  regu la t ion ,  sub- 
s id iza t ion ,  and  excess ive  t a x a t i o n  
- - a l l  of  which  s t i l l  p l ague  th is  
g r e a t  i n d u s t r y .  

The  u l t i m a t e  so lu t ion  of  these  
p r o b l e m s  can  be accompl i shed  on ly  
when  t h e  C o n g r e s s  ac t s  to  t a k e  
in to  a c c oun t  t h e  r a i l r o a d s '  essen-  
t i a l i t y  and  i m p o r t a n c e  to  t he  econ- 
o m y  of  th i s  coun t ry .  

More  t h a n  $35 bi l l ion of  p r i v a t e  
cap i t a l  ha s  been  inves t ed  in an  
imme nse  r a i l r o a d  p l a n t  of  shops ,  
s ignals ,  communica t ions ,  and  rol l -  
ing s tock .  

More  t h a n  2 mi l l ion  f r e i g h t  and  
p a s s e n g e r  ca r s  weave  in a n d  ou t  

(Please turn to page 27) 
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WHEN MR. VON WlLLER spoke at the annual dinner of the New York 
Traffic Club it was by way of being an all-Erie affair. Left above is 
Eugene J. Dean, president of the club and assistant vice-president of 
the Erie; the Most Rev. William R. Arnold, D. D., auxil iary bishop of 
New York, and Mr. Von Wilier, president of the Erie. Bishop Arnold's 
service with the Erie was in Chicago, where he was a switchlight boy. 

 

Erie Family Album 

F e l l o w  V e t e r a n s ,  

A l o n g  w i th  t h e  winds  of  March ,  
a s  Mrs .  K e l l y  says ,  a n o t h e r  b ig  
wind  b u r s t s  f o r t h .  S ince  w r i t i n g  
m y  l a s t  l e t t e r  to  you,  we  h a v e  
v i s i t ed  bo th  Buf fa lo  and  D u n m o r e  
C h a p t e r s  a n d  a t  b o t h  l oca t ions  
h a v e  been  m o r e  t h a n  r o y a l l y  re-  
ce ived a n d  en t e r t a ined .  A t  b o t h  
l oca t ions  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  V e t e r a n i s m  
is r e a l l y  r u n n i n g  h igh  a n d  i t  be-  
g ins  to  look as  t h o u g h  we  a r e  in 
fo r  a b a n n e r  yea r .  I do know t h a t  
m y  own c h a p t e r  in  H u n t i n g t o n  h a s  
o b t a i n e d  qu i te  a n u m b e r  o f  new 
m e m b e r s  a l r e a d y  t h i s  y e a r  and  
a r e  l ook ing  f o r w a r d  to  a l a r g e  in- 
c r e a s e  in  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p .  

I n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  
d r ive  a l r e a d y  in p rog re s s ,  I know 
t h a t  qu i te  a few non~  
who a r e  e l ig ib le  to  jo in  t h e  Asso-  
c ia t ion  r e a d  th i s  page  as  do those  
who  w e a r  t he  E r i e  d i a m o n d  on 
t h e i r  lapel .  I t  is to  t h o s e  employes  

WHEN RUSSELL E. TWIST retired as chief clerk after 50 years of 
service with the Erie, his old friends gave him a dinner. Here some 
say goodbye (left to r ight) :  Bolick J. Shadrake, assistant engineer of 
structures; Twist; William Clark, draftsman; Cedric A. Roberts, en- 
gineer of structures. 

RAPHA P. STEEN, commonly 
known as Ralph, has retired as su- 
perintendent of police and fire pro- 
tect ion.  His souvenirs include a 
letter of good wishes from J. Ed- 
gar Hoover. Chief Steen entered 
the Erie's employ as a patrolman 
in 1921. 
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t ha t  I would like to address  a few 
words. I f  you have the necessary  
service tha t  is, twenty  consecu- 
tive or aggrega te  years  of serv- 
ice, with five or  more years  of 
consecutive service pr ior  to the  
date of applicat ion for  member-  
s h i p - - w o n ' t  you please contact  
the local chai rman or  sec re ta ry  of 
your chapter  and fill out  an ap- 

George A. Bai rd  Carman  Helper 
Jesse E. Baker  Por t  Cap ta in  
Ph i l ip  J.  Barnes  T rackman  
Charles  J. Benson Engineer  
Ear l  W. Bentley Crane Engineer  
Joseph A. Capozzi Section Fo re man  
John W. Crabbe Agent-Opera tor  
Clarence F. Delaney Engineer  
Eugene L. Diebold Commercial  Agen t  
Mar t in  M. D u f f y  P lumber  
Otto J.  Engel  Conductor  
Erse  Fossa t i  Electr ic ian Helper  
Joseph F re i t a s  Crossing Watchman  
Donald E. Gi l l i land Diesel Shop Foreman  
E d w a r d  W. Gleason Shop Host ler  
Jesse Gover  Designer 
Charles  E. Gump  Passenger  Conductor  
F r a n k  A. Har r i s  P a t r o l m a n  
Alber t  Hess Engineer  
Gi l le t te  A. Johnson Section Foreman  
Waino  M. Jok i  T rackman  
Rober t  W. Karges  Binding Machine Opr. 
Leigh Keene Leading Carpente r  
Thomas  W. Ki rkpa t r i ck  Clerk 
Ra lph  Knickerbocker  Car  Inspector  
Angle  T. K r a m e r  Cla im I n v e s t i g a t o r  
Dav id  A. Kuder  Carman  Helper  
Joseph C. Kuhn  Passenger  Conductor  
Thomas  V. Lynch Percent  Revis ion  Clerk 
Dwigh t  N. Moore Engineer  
Dean B. Newcomb S igna lman  
Joseph Nicholson Clerk 
Edward  Nowicke Switchtender  
Sa lva to re  Ol iva  W a t c h m a n  
Herber t  A. P l u n k e t t  Operator  
A u g u s t  Pos t i l l i  Asst .  Section Fo re man  
Wi l l i am F. Purcel l  Yard Conductor  
Otis Raynor  Crossing W a t c h m a n  
Wai t e r  Richey Engineer  
Joseph Sala  Marine F i r e man  
Howard  M. Shepard  Asst .  Chief  Engineer  
Edward  Smi th  Engineer  
R a p h a  P. Steen Supt. Police and 

Fi re  Prevent ion  
Wal te r  W. St inehel fer  T r a c k m a n  
Joseph Telesca Passenger  C a r m a n  
Wi l l i am B. Von Stein  Bookkeeper 
J a m e s  Ward  R&D Clerk 
Henry J.  Whalen  Passenger  C a r m a n  
Thomas  H. Wi l l i ams  Sheet Meta l  Worker  
Wi l l i am H. Wol te rs  Supervisory  Clerk 
Clarence E. Y o a k a m  Carpente r  

C. Young Conductor  

 

plicat ion? I f  you don ' t  know who 
these officers a re  or  to wha t  
chapte r  you should belong, drop 
me a line a t  608 F i r s t  Street ,  
Huntington,  Indiana,  and I will be 
only too glad to  advise by  re tu rn  
mail  whom to contact.  

Jus t  one more word, and this  
to  the  ladies whose husbands  have 
not  yet  jo ined .  In  the  cities where 

Hornell .  N. Y. 2-17-59 21 
Jersey City, N . J .  3-31-59 30 
Conewango, N . Y .  2-10-59 21 
Hornell ,  N. Y. 1-29-59 43 
Hornell ,  N . Y .  2-12-59 26 
Sa lamanca ,  N . Y .  3-31-59 47 
Canfield,  O. 2- 9-59 38 
Hoboken, N . J .  1-28-59 44 
Buffa lo ,  N . Y .  3-31-59 47 
Marion,  O. 1-20-59 44 
Dunmore,  Pa.  2-12-59 35 
Brier  Hill,  O. 2-21-59 33 
E l m i r a  Heights ,  N . Y .  2- 5-59 40 
Meadvil le ,  Pa.  3-21-59 37 
Paterson.  N . J .  2-17-59 51 
Cleveland,  O. 3-31-59 31 
Hunt ing ton ,  Ind.  2-13-59 53 
Hammond,  lnd .  2-13-59 33 
Cleveland,  O. 2-24-59 37 
Lakewood,  N . Y .  2- 5-59 43 
Callicoon, N . Y .  1-22-59 22 
Cleveland,  O. 3-31-59 38 
Honesdale,  Pa.  2- 9-59 24 
Cleveland,  O. 3-31-59 72 
Meadville,  Pa.  12-16-58 36 
Cleveland,  O. 2-28-59 28 
Meadvi l le ,  Pa .  2- 5-59 31 
Cleveland,  O. 1-30-59 45 
Cleveland,  O. 2-28-59 41 
Kent,  O. 2-17-59 47 
Hunt ing ton ,  Ind.  2-12-59 45 
Cleveland,  O. 2-27-59 43 
Croxton, N . J .  11-18-58 39 
Susquehanna,  Pa .  2-12-59 37 
Bradford ,  Pa.  2-18-59 21 
Hornell,  N . Y .  2- 4-59 35 
Croxton,  N . J .  3-16-59 42 
Middletown, N . Y .  1-30-59 37 
Youngstown,  O. 2-13-59 30 
Jersey City, N . J .  2- 5-59 40 
Cleveland,  O. 3-31-59 46 
Dunmore,  Pa.  1-28-59 36 
Youngstown,  O. 3-31-59 38 

Gallon,  O. 2- 2-59 22 
Susquehanna,  Pa.  1-31-59 42 
Cleveland, O. 2-28-59 39 
New York, N . Y .  12-23-58 25 
Susquehanna,  Pa .  2-17-59 25 
Susquehanna,  Pa.  1-31-59 49 
Croxton, N . J .  2-18-59 32 
Marion,  O. 2-12-59 28 
Hornell,  N. Y. 2-27-59 44 

there  are  auxil iar ies  you no doubt  
have heard  of the  good t imes 
these ladies have a t  the i r  meet ings 
and social act ivi t ies ;  in cities 
where no auxi l ia ry  exists  good 
t imes are  enjoyed by  all a t  the  
var ious  par t ies  th roughout  the  
year .  Don ' t  you wish you could 
a t t end  these wonderful  events?  
You can, by  s imply having your  
husband sign one of the numerous  
appl icat ion blanks  t ha t  are  being 
carr ied  by  the var ious  active mem- 
bers. 

Fra te rna l ly  yours,  
H. A. Kelly 

P r e s i d e n t  

The regu la r  month ly  meeting 
of the  Er ie  Veterans  and Ladies '  
Auxi l iary ,  preceded by  a dinner, 
was held in Grot to  Hall  Thur sday  
evening. I t  was a t tended by  ap- 
p rox imate ly  65 members.  

A t  this  meeting, excerpts  f rom 
minutes  of the  33rd Annual  Meet- 
ing of the  Execut ive  Board a t  Ho- 
tel  LaFonta ine ,  Huntington,  Ind., 
were read  and discussed. 

Those serving on the dinner  
committee were:  Mrs. Edward J. 
Robisch, Mrs. Donald J. Schoon- 
maker  and Mrs. F r a n k  Townsend. 

"He was hiding in the shrubbery 
beside the ball park and jumped 

on as I went by." 
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Marion 
By Lucile Osmun 
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AMONG GLENN E. ALLEN's well-wishers when he retired were George 
W. Thompson ( left) ,  aud i tor  of d isbursements  and Harry C. Rath, as- 
s istant  aud i to r  of revenues. A l len ,  who came to work  fo r  the  Er ie  in 
1917, was assistant  aud i to r  of revenues at  re t i rement .  

Buffalo-Rochester 
By Jan Bender 

The annua l  i n s t a l l a t i on  d inne r  
dance  held  in T u r n e r ' s  Ha l l  was  a 
socko affair .  T o a s t m a s t e r  "Big 
Jim" McFadden, our  supe r in t end -  
ent,  s p a r k e d  the  even ing  wi th  a 
mil l ion do l l a r  smile  and some good 
n a t u r e d  josh ing .  

S y s t e m  P r e s i d e n t  Hubert Kelly, 
i n s t a l l ing  off icer ,  c a u g h t  the  ball  
and  con t inued  in a mos t  en t e r t a i n -  
ing and  ab le  s ty le .  C h a p t e r  Chai r -  
man  George Adams s a lu t ed  the  
va r ious  d e p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  were  rep-  
resented .  

The  music,  fo l lowing the  ins ta l -  
la t ion,  had  e v e r y b o d y  s tepp ing .  
Frank Switalski's d a u g h t e r  ac-  
companied  the  acco rd ion i s t  and  
bea t  ou t  t he  r h y t h m  on h e r  d rums .  

Now we a re  looking  f o r w a r d  to 
our  A p r i l  p a r t y  which  will  be he ld  
in t h e  H a r u g a r i  Temple  on the  
18th. Henry J. Schultz, commi t t ee  
cha i rman ,  and  his  a s s i s t an t ,  Herb- 
ert Moyer, s a y  t h e r e  will  be danc-  
ing, r e f r e s h m e n t s  and  s m o r g a s -  
bord.  

Esther  and George Adams a re  
off  to  F l o r i d a  to  see how the  Er ie -  
i tes  a r e  do ing  down there .  

Michael Redding pinch-h i t  fo r  
Uni ted  V e t e r a n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  P re s -  
iden t  Robert P. Haislit  a t  t he i r  
mee t ing  in New York .  
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Jersey City 
By E. Mastriani 

C h a i r m a n  William Brazel and 
Mrs. William Brazel, p r e s i d e n t  of  
the  Lad ies '  A ux i l i a ry ,  a r e  pres-  
en t ly  vaca t i on ing  in S u n n y  F lo r -  
ida. Vice C h a i r m a n  Dave Tice was  
in cha rge  of  the  March  4 m e e t i n g  
and  he  did  a v e r y  commendab le  
job.  

We were  h a p p y  to g r e e t  a num- 
ber  of  m e m b e r s  who  have  been 
a b s e n t  f r o m  o u r  m e e t i n g s  because  
of i l lness  and  hope  t h a t  t h e y  will  
cont inue  to  f a v o r  us wi th  t h e i r  
p resence  in t he  fu tu re .  

Our  a t t e n d a n c e  is i m p r o v i n g  
m o n t h l y  and  poss ib ly  we can  give 
c red i t  to  t he  c h a i r m a n  and  cha i r -  
l a d y  of  t he  house  commi t tee ,  
George Sisco and  Mrs. Celest Mas- 
triani. 

There  were  t en  new m e m b e r s  
a d m i t t e d  a t  ou r  March  m e e t i n g  
and  ou r  r e p o r t  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  
m o n t h s  of  1959 is v e r y  g r a t i f y -  
ing. Specia l  me n t i on  goes  to  Ben 
Leah,  fo r  his  e f fo r t s  in s ecu r ing  
new members .  Keep  up  the  good  
work,  Ben. 

C h a i r m a n  of  t he  m e m b e r s h i p  
commit tee ,  Jack Hazzard, also 
t h a n k s  a l l  t he  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of  
the  c o m m i t t e e  fo r  t h e i r  e f fo r t s .  He  
sa id  t h a t  whi le  t h e r e  a r e  specif ic  
m e m b e r s  l i s t ed  on t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
we shou ld  al l  cons ide r  ou r se lves  

m e m b e r s  and  e n d e a v o r  to  secure  
a t  l e a s t  one new o r  r e i n s t a t e d  
m e m b e r  so t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  K e l l y ' s  
amb i t i on  can  be a t t a i n e d  of  t u rn -  
ing  ove r  to  Mr. Travis a 6,000- 
m e m b e r  chap te r .  

On F e b r u a r y  28, f o r t y - o n e  chap-  
t e r  and  a u x i l i a r y  m e m b e r s  jour -  
neyed  to S c r a n t o n  to  a t t e n d  the  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  d inne r  and  dance  of  
t he  D u n m o r e - A v o c a  Chap te r .  Ev-  
e ryone  a t t e n d i n g  p r a i s e d  the  Dun-  
more  C h a p t e r  m e m b e r s  fo r  t he  
wonde r fu l  d inne r  and  recep t ion .  

R e t u r n s  f rom col lec tors  and  
mai l  c o n t a c t s  have  been v e r y  g r a t i -  
f y i n g  to  da te .  May  we r e que s t  t h a t  
you con t inue  the  good  work  and  
ge t  y o u r  r e m i t t a n c e s  in p r o m p t l y  
so t h a t  a l l  m e m b e r s  can  receive  
t h e i r  ba l lo t s  to  vo te  in t he  com- 
ing e lec t ion?  

Our  socia l  d i r e c t o r  and  P a s t  
P re s iden t ,  Frank P. Belling, fa-  
vo red  us  wi th  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
and  e n l i gh t e n ing  t a l k  on the  var i -  
ous  bi l ls  now before  Congres s  
which  a r e  benef ic ia l  to  t he  r e t i r ed  
m e m b e r s  and  to  t he  t r a n s p o r t a -  
t ion i n d u s t r y  in genera l .  H e  a lso  
dwel led  on some  of  t he  h i g h l i g h t s  
of  t he  annua l  me e t i ng  a t  H u n t -  
ington .  

P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  A. B. Cohen made  
the  t r i p  f r o m  W e s t  Caldwel l  and  
spoke  of  i t ems  of  i n t e r e s t  to  t he  
c h a p t e r  and  t h e  s y s t e m  o rgan i -  
zat ion.  H e  a lso  ca l led  a t t e n t i o n  to  
t he  a n n u a l  s p r i n g  d inne r  dance  
of  t he  New Y o r k  Divis ion  W e l f a r e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  to  be he ld  a t  the  Old 
P l a n t a t i o n  Inn,  T e a ne c k  Road ,  
Teaneck ,  N. J., A p r i l  25. 

The  W e l f a r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  cor-  
d i a l l y  inv i tes  al l  Ve t e r ans ,  t he i r  
wives and  al l  E r i e  emp loyes  and  
t h e i r  f r i ends  to  th i s  g a l a  occasion.  
T h e y  feel  t h a t  y o u r  a t t e n d a n c e  
will  he wel l  r e w a r d e d  as  the  cui- 
sine, dancing ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and  
g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  wi th  old f r i ends  
a r e  w o r t h  al l  of  t he  t ime  and  $3.50 
pe r  t i c k e t  you will  spend  to a t -  
tend.  M a y  we see you on A p r i l  
25th ? 

Youngstown 
By S. D. Bean 

We lc ome  to B. R. Perfect, re-  
t i r ed  t r a c k  superv i so r ,  Greenvi l le ,  
Pa.,  who  r e c e n t l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  
ou r  c h a p t e r  f r o m  S t r o u d s b u r g ,  Pa.  

A t  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  Joe a n d  Bet ty  
Kaden were  e n j o y i n g  t h e  c l ima t e  
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and scene ry  a t  St. P e t e r s b u r g ,  F la .  
L. T. McMahan is back  f r o m  a 

few weeks  in Miami.  W e  a r e  un- 
ab le  to  f ind  ou t  w h e t h e r  "R ibs"  
go t  to  H i a l eah  on th i s  t r ip .  

Re t i r ed  V e t e r a n  Raymond F. 
Heckmer m u s t  have  a t t e n d e d  the  
New Or leans  M a r d i  Gras ,  fo r  he 
sen t  us  a b ig  bundle  of  c l ipp ings  
f rom the  S t a t e s  and  I t e m  news-  
paper .  These  were  v e r y  much  en- 
j o y e d  b y  t h e  boys  a t  ou r  March  
meet ing .  

V e r y  t h o u g h t f u l  of  you,  Ray ,  
and  t h a n k s .  His  a d d r e s s :  3108 An-  
n e t t e  St.,  New Or leans  22, La .  

D o n ' t  f o r g e t  r e g u l a r  mee t i ng  
n i g h t  t h e  f i r s t  W e d n e s d a y  in the  
month ,  K.C. Hall .  So far ,  a t t end -  
ance h a s  been b e t t e r  t h a n  ave r -  
age,  and  we hope i t  cont inues .  Our  
new of f ice rs  need our  suppor t .  

A spec ia l  word  of p ra i se  is due 
the  m e m b e r s  f rom S h a r o n  t e r r i -  
to ry ,  who  a r e  coming in g r e a t e r  
numbers .  We  know i t  is a b i t  dif-  
f i cu l t  to  m a k e  i t  over  he re  th i s  
t ime  of  year .  

Th is  h a s  been an old f a sh ioned  
win te r ,  boys,  bu t  cheer  up. I t  is 
on ly  a few weeks  unt i l  ou r  annua l  
f a m i l y  picnic in I d o r a  Pa rk ,  nex t  
June.  

Susquehanna 
By H. Harold Perry 

T H E  r e g u l a r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g  
of  S u s q u e h a n n a  Chap te r ,  E r i e  

R. R. v e t e r a n s  was  he ld  in the  
ma in  office bui lding,  M a r c h  3 wi th  
a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of  m e m b e r s  p res -  
ent.  "Bill" Yivinski, p r e s i d e n t  and  
c h a i r m a n  conduc ted  the  meet ing .  

A t  th i s  mee t i ng  y o u r  co r re spond-  
en t  was  a c t i n g  s e c r e t a r y  in p lace  
of  Arnold McIntosh and  r e a d  the  
names  of  10 new m e m b e r s  ga ined  
so f a r  th i s  year .  In  keep ing  wi th  
the  r e q u e s t  fo r  new m e m b e r s  b y  
p r e s i d e n t  Hubert  A. Kelly, congra t -  
u la t ions  were  ex t ended  to b r o t h e r  
Paul Plutino fo r  t he  members .  Sus-  
q u e h a n n a  C h a p t e r  is g r o w i n g  al l  
t he  t ime.  

Fo l l owing  a re  t he  n a m e s  of  new 
b r o t h e r s  a d m i t t e d  to  t he  chap te r ,  
March  3:  Charlton Williams, coun- 
c i lman;  Richard "Dickie" Moore. 
William D. Edwards, Albert M. 
Soam, Robert J. Prophet, Edward 
F. Werner, Fredrick Staerker Jr., 
Joseph Holodnok, Louis J. De 

Angelis, H. J. Burrows and Frank 
Napolitano, t r a c k  fo remen.  

President Iwinski gave  a r e p o r t  
of  t he  conven t ion  a t  H u n t i n g t o n ,  
Ind iana .  

I t  was  off ic ia l ly  p l a n n e d  to hold 
a s m o k e r  on A p r i l  11th  a t  t he  E r i e  
Hose  Co. rooms  and  inv i te  a g u e s t  
speake r .  

M a n y  t h a n k s  to Eddie Waddy 
fo r  t he  nice  new A m e r i c a n  flag and 
s t a n d a r d  p r e s e n t e d  to  t he  local 
c h a p t e r  to  have  on d i s p l a y  a t  al l  
meet ings .  

In  the  l a s t  i s sue  of  the  E r i e  Mag-  
azine  you  will  no te  t he  r e t i r e m e n t  
of  y o u r  sc r ibe  Henry H. Perry, 
b e t t e r  known  to al l  as  " H u m o r i s t "  
Haro ld .  The  m e m b e r s  have  ex- 
t ended  t h e i r  wishes  fo r  a long  l ife 
on his  r a i l r o a d  r e t i r e m e n t  and  gov- 
e r n m e n t  v e t e r a n s  pens ions .  

L e t  e v e r y  m e m b e r  be a commi t -  
tee  in h imse l f  and  ge t  a m e m b e r  
in 1959. 

God bless  you al l  and  keep  'em 
smil ing.  I f  y o u ' r e  a v e t e r a n  ra i l -  
road  E r i e  employe ,  you be long  in 
the  E r i e  V e t e r a n s  Assoc ia t ion .  

"Look, McGhurnaghan, we 
don't operate this railroad to 
crack your walnuts for you. 
That's an unauthorized use of 
company property for your 
own convenience, and it'll stop 

right now." 

Hails Capacity 
and Economy 
of Railroads 

I t  is  common  knowledge  t h a t  t he  
r a i l r o a d s  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  a r e  
e s sen t i a l  to  i t s  economy in peace  
as  wel l  a s  in war .  P e r h a p s  few 
have  g iven  t h o u g h t  to  t he  possi-  
b i l i t y  t h a t  i f  t h e y  a r e  no t  k e p t  
a t  a h igh  peak  of  efficiency, t h e  
de f ic iency  m i g h t  be r e spons ib le  fo r  
t h e  loss  of  v i c t o r y  in t he  even t  of  
W o r l d  W a r  HI .  

E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  
s h o r t a g e s  of  m o s t  a l l  v i t a l  m a t e -  
r ia ls ,  as  wel l  as  manpower ,  a r e  
to be expec ted  in such  emergen -  
cies. W i t h  t h a t  in mind,  a compar i -  
son of  t he  va r i ous  m e a n s  of  t r a n s -  
po r t a t ion ,  w i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  re-  
q u i r e m e n t s  in m a n - p o w e r  and  fuel,  
to  p e r f o r m  iden t i ca l  t a s k s  is  of  
v i t a l  i n t e re s t .  

The  r a i l r o a d s  use  832,000 ga l l ons  
of  fuel  to  move  100,000 t ons  of  
f r e i g h t  f r o m  New York  to  San 
F r a n c i s c o ;  t rucks ,  3,366,300 ga l -  
lons, o r  4 t i m e s  as  m u c h ;  a i r -  
p lanes ,  20,801,200 ga l lons ,  o r  25 
t imes  as  much  as  t he  r a i l roads .  

In  m a n p o w e r ,  too, t he  r a i l r o a d s  
a r e  t he  m o s t  eff ic ient .  To move  
the  s ame  100,000 t ons  f r o m  New 
Y o r k  to  San  F ranc i sco ,  t he  ra i l -  
r o a d s  would  use  3,220 m a n - d a y s ;  
t he  t r u c k e r s ,  43,416, o r  13.5 t imes  
as  m a n y ;  t h e  a i r l ines ,  36,708 man-  
days ,  o r  11.4 t imes  as  m a n y  as  
the  r a i l roads .  

W a t e r  t r a n s p o r t ,  too, m a k e s  a 
poor  show ing  c o m p a r e d  to  ra i l  
economy.  The  s a m e  a m o u n t  
sh ipped  b y  w a t e r  be tween  t h e  s ame  
two po in t s  would  r equ i r e  t h e  ex- 
pend i tu r e  o f  4,346,100 ga l l ons  of  
fuel,  and  11,137 m a n - d a y s ,  o r  5.2 
t imes  as  much  fuel  and  3.5 t imes  
as  m a n y  m a n - d a y s  as  the  r a i l r o a d s  
need to  p e r f o r m  the  s ame  job.  

Rails Began in 1830's 
The  y e a r  1830 m a r k e d  the  rea l  

beg inn ing  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  e r a  in 
the  N e w  W o r l d - - a n d  b y  1835 m o r e  
t h a n  200 r a i l r o a d  c h a r t e r s  had  
been g r a n t e d  in 11 s t a t e s ,  and  
more  t h a n  a t h o u s a n d  mi les  of  ra i l -  
r o a d  had  been opened  fo r  ope ra -  
t ion.  
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Latest Chatter 
About All the 
Erie Family 
New York Division 

WEEHAWKEN DOCKS AND 
L O C A L  

By Violet Schmitt  
Miss Minogue, t imekeeper ,  Miss 

Marotta, t e l ephone  ope ra to r ,  Mrs. 
Hayes,  e m p l o y m e n t  clerk,  and  Mrs. 
Schmitt,  s t e n o g r a p h e r ,  a t t e n d e d  
the  i n s t a l l a t i on  d inne r  of  the  B. 
of  R.C. in New York  C i ty  where  
t h e y  me t  m a n y  of  t h e i r  E r i e  
f r iends .  They  wish to  t h a n k  al l  
concerned fo r  a mos t  en joyab l e  
evening.  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a r e  ex t ended  to 
Robert Pelletreau, dock labore r ,  
and  wife on the i r  j o in ing  the  P rop -  
e r t y  Owners '  Assoc ia t ion .  

F r o m  recen t  obse rva t ions ,  we 
nomina te  John Mahon, checker ,  as  
" W a l t z  K i n g "  of  Weehawken ,  al-  
t hough  we h e a r  t h a t  Bud Reed, 
d e m u r r a g e  clerk,  also has  qui te  a 
r e p u t a t i o n  a long  t h a t  line. 

William O'Donnell, t w e n t y - y e a r -  
old  son of  Mr. and  Mrs. Harry 
O'Donnell, t rucker ,  a f t e r  a b r ie f  
fu r lough  a t  home, r e t u r n e d  to  the  
U.S.S. Northampton a t  Nor fo lk ,  
Va.,  f r om which  po in t  his  sh ip  will  
e m b a r k  fo r  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  wa te r s .  

He has  been t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  of  
his  wor ld  t r a v e l i n g  wi th  the  U. S. 
Navy ,  bu t  is p a t i e n t l y  a w a i t i n g  
the  d a y  when he can r e t u r n  to  
home and  his  pos i t ion  a t  a bank  
in New York  City.  

Bes t  wishes  fo r  a h a p p y  b i r th -  
d a y  a r e  ex tended  to Marie Hayes,  
e m p l o y m e n t  clerk,  who un fo r tu -  
n a t e l y  cou ldn ' t  ce l eb ra t e  t he  d a y  
wi th  us  due to i l lness.  P e r h a p s  
nex t  y e a r  we can m a k e  i t  up  to her .  

Donna P. O'Donnell, d a u g h t e r  
of  Mr. and  Mrs. Thomas  O'Don- 
nell, is  home f r o m  St. M a r y ' s  Hos-  
p i t a l  whe re  she  u n d e r w e n t  an  ap-  
pendec tomy.  H e r  ma in  concern  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  is to  g e t  back  to  
W e e h a w k e n  H i g h  School  w h e r e  
t he  f i f t e en -yea r -o ld  is  a sophomore  
and  m e m b e r  of  t he  F l a g  Twir le r s .  

Our  bowl ing  t e a m  is v e r y  non-  
c o m m i t t a l  t he se  days ,  which  can  
on ly  mean  one t h i n g - - n o t h i n g  to 
b r a g  about .  

Gil Forte, m a n i f e s t  c lerk,  and  
James  Murphy, cos t  clerk,  had  a 
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mos t  e n j o y a b l e  he l i cop te r  t r i p  ove r  
New York  H a r b o r  f r o m  the  S t a t u e  
of  L i b e r t y  to  po in t s  nor th .  

R. Street, e x t r a  t r ucke r ,  is 
p l ann ing  m a t r i m o n y .  Betty  Was- 
yle of J e r s e y  C i ty  will be t he  hap-  
p y  br ide  a t  St. Michae l ' s  Church  
on A p r i l  11th. The  bes t  m a n  fo r  
t he  occas ion will  be ou r  Bob Pel- 
letreau, dock labore r .  

W e  a r e  a l l  look ing  f o r w a r d  to  
s p r i n g  bu t  e spec ia l ly  Frank Manzi, 
t rucke r ,  because  he is anx ious  to  
g e t  those  tu l ips ,  h y a c i n t h s  and  
o t h e r  p l a n t s  in his  ga rden .  

Arthur Viaud, cla im clerk  is  a lso  
g e t t i n g  r e a d y  fo r  t he  w a r m e r  
w e a t h e r - - h e  has  d u s t e d  off  the  
welcome m a t  fo r  his  s u m m e r  vis-  
i tors .  

B. S. Reed, d e m u r r a g e  clerk,  
and  G. C. Kalle, a s s i s t a n t  agen t ,  
t r a v e l e d  to  Sc ran ton ,  Pa. ,  over  t he  
p a s t  week end to a t t e n d  the  in- 
s t a l l a t i o n  and  d inne r  of  t he  Dun-  
m o r e - A v o c a  C h a p t e r  of  the  E r i e  
R a i l r o a d  Ve te rans .  We a the rw i se ,  
foodwise  and  e n t e r t a i n m e n t - w i s e  
t he  occas ion  was  a success .  

A n y o n e  looking  fo r  a soap  ad  
m i g h t  con t ac t  Vince Horan, Crane  
Shop, fo r  a pho to  of  his  Judy, age  
one-plus .  

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
HOBOKEN 

By MARY A. D. MEYER 
Recen t  v i s i t o r s  to the  super in -  

t e n d e n t ' s  off ice have  been Ed 
Bunnell,  Erwin Copple, John Klop- 

man, Harry Bookstaver,  Ralph Ric- 
cardi and Houston Mead. H ous t on  
is t r a i n  d i s p a t c h e r  on the  N Y S W  
a t  P a t e r s o n .  

We were  g l ad  to f ind  g r e e t i n g s  
in our  mai l  f r o m  a couple  of  re-  
t i r ed  f r iends ,  Ed Bunnell and  Bill 
Fitzgibbons.  

George De Puy  has  chosen  to be 
ou r  good  will  a m b a s s a d o r .  H e  
m a k e s  r e g u l a r  r ounds  of  ou r  s ick 
and  shu t - in  f r iends .  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  Mrs. Mary 
Liddell on the  b i r th  of  a boy  a t  
St. M a r y ' s  Hosp i t a l ,  Passa ic ,  Feb .  
16. F o l k s  a r o u n d  here  will  r emem-  
ber  he r  as  t he  f o r m e r  M a r y  O'Dea.  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  Mrs. Patricia 
Blum on the  b i r th  of  a boy  a t  
V a l l e y  Hosp i t a l ,  Ridgewood,  Feb .  
24. She was  P a t r i c i a  McCar ro l l  be- 
fo re  he r  m a r r i a g e .  

On the  social  side, we w a n t  to  
r emind  eve ryone  of  t he  New York  
Divis ion W e l f a r e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
s p r i n g  d inne r -dance  a t  The  Old 
P l a n t a t i o n ,  Teaneck ,  N. J. F r o m  
w h a t  we 've  hea rd ,  i t  p romises  to  
be a mos t  e n j o y a b l e  ge t - t oge the r .  

A c c o m m o d a t i o n s  a r e  l imited,  so 
o r d e r  y o u r  t i cke t s  ear ly .  

BLOOMFIELD FREIGHT 
By M. N. Cook 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to Chester Vol- 
ski, r a t e  c le rk  who r e c e n t l y  became 
a g r a n d f a t h e r  fo r  t he  second  t ime.  

"Willie" Smith, ca r  c le rk  and  
q u a r t e r m a s t e r  fo r  the  "Colonia l s" ,  

THIS SPECIAL CAR, built to carry steel alloy ingots, is shown being 
loaded in the Sharon Steel Corp.'s plant. 
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M o r r i s t o w n ' s  A m e r i c a n  Leg ion  
D r u m  Corps,  r e p o r t s  on ly  a few 
open  d a t e s  fo r  1959. 

John DeFillipis and  James Mc- 
Creath, f r e i g h t  checkers ,  took  p a r t  
in  t he  Y o u n g s t o w n  bowl ing  t o u r n a -  
ment .  

"Pete" Leverton, r e t i r ed  pa t ro l -  
m a n  was  a r ecen t  v i s i t o r  to  o u r  of- 
rice. He ' s  looking  fine and  s a y s  he 
i s  r e a l l y  e n j o y i n g  r e t i r emen t .  

Susquehanna Division 
HORNELL BACK SHOP AND 

DIESEL SHOP 
By R. L. Hammond 

Stanley Hall, p ipe f i t t e r ,  and  his  
wife have  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a vaca-  
t ion  in Mexico. 

Carl Weber, machin i s t ,  s p e n t  a 
v a c a t i o n  in T e x a s  recent ly .  

B. P. Casey, shop  nurse ,  was  in 
T e x a s  r e c e n t l y  too. She and  he r  
h u s b a n d  v i s i t ed  h e r  b r o t h e r  there .  

James Price, m a c h i n i s t  app ren -  
t ice,  h a s  r e t u r n e d  to  Buf fa lo  Die- 
sel  shop.  

We welcome Mrs. Rolin Gams, 
who rep laces  Mrs. Casey as  shop  
nurse .  

Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Rayburg re-  
c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  M u m m e r s  
P a g e a n t  in Ph i l ade lph ia .  

Paul Dodge, electrician, dis- 
played b o a t s  a t  t h e  Horne l l  A u t o  
Show. 

Mr. a n d  Mrs. Matthew Colamio 
r e c e n t l y  m a d e  news  wi th  twin  
boys .  She was  f o r m e r l y  shop 
nurse .  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  new g r a n d -  
f a t h e r  Antonio Colamio, mach in i s t  
he lper .  

Buffalo Division 
ROAD FOREMAN'S OFFICE, 

BUFFALO 
By Norman C. Schiller 

R e t i r e d  E n g i n e e r  J. J. Wisnet 
and  wife  a r e  vaca t i on ing  in F l o r -  
ida. T h e y  a re  v i s i t ing  r e t i r ed  En-  
g inee r  G. A. Fetzer and  wife  of  
Zephyrh i l l s .  

O t h e r  F l o r i d a  v a c a t i o n e r s  a r e  
r e t i r e d  E n g i n e e r s  J. A. Loretan 
and  L. E. Rausch and  wives,  spend-  
ing  t h e i r  t ime  in St. P e t e r s b u r g .  

E n g i n e e r  H. C. Stitzinger flew to 
F l o r i d a  to  spend  some t ime wi th  
his old  f ishing p a r t n e r ,  r e t i r ed  En-  
g inee r  Pete Julias of St. Pe t e r s -  
burg .  

Lighterage 
NEW YORK CITY 
By  Regina F. Frey 

Bertha Trefry and  he r  husband ,  
George, have  been  made  v e r y  
h a p p y  b y  the  r e t u r n  of  t h e i r  son,  
Edwin, f r o m  A l a s k a ,  w h e r e  he  has  
been s t a t i o n e d  fo r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  on nava l  du ty .  

T h e y ' r e  e spec ia l ly  p r o u d  o f  t h e i r  
new l i t t l e  g r a n d - d a u g h t e r  whom 
t h e y  saw f o r  t he  f i rs t  t ime.  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  Emil Skupin, 
chief  c lerk ,  who c e l e b ra t e d  his  
b i r t h d a y  on M a r c h  15th.  

Caesar Seville is keep ing  us  g i r l s  
well  nou r i shed  w i th  p a s t r y  m a d e  
b y  his  d a u g h t e r  Eileen. T h a n k s  a 
lot, E i l een  ! 

We a r e  h a p p y  to  h e a r  t h a t  Mr. 
and  Mrs. Sportelly, p a r e n t s  of  Ass t .  
Supt .  Frank Sportelly, r e c e n t l y  
c e l eb ra t ed  t h e i r  70 th  w e dd ing  an-  
n ive r s a ry .  

We were  g l a d  to  see  some of  ou r  
old  buddies  a t  t he  r e c e n t  B r o t h e r -  
hood d inne r :  Alice Norton, 
Frances King, Julia Towey  and  
Charles McGowan. 

We a r e  h a p p y  to we lcome John 
Regan to  ou r  fo rces  as  s t e n o g r a p h -  
er .  

Kent Division 
AKRON 

By Besse Westbrook 

R. G. Johns,  r e t i r e d  capt .  of  
police, and  wife  s p e n t  a few weeks  
v a c a t i o n  in St. P e t e r s b u r g ,  F la .  

Joe Blanar, e x t r a  c lerk,  and  wife  
a r e  announc ing  the  a r r i v a l  of  a 7 
lb. boy,  David Jeffery. Don A. Cea, 
gene ra l  c lerk,  and  wife  have  an  8 
lb. boy,  Donald Anthony Cea, jr. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  Joe  and  Don. 

Adele Sproat, t yp i s t ,  is s p e n d i n g  
h e r  v a c a t i o n  w i th  h e r  son  and  
f a m i l y  in Miami,  F la .  and  he r  
d a u g h t e r  and  f a m i l y  and  he r  s is-  
t e r s  in Cora l  Gables ,  F la .  

MARION 
By Lucile Osmun 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  Richard L. 
McLain, o p e r a t o r ,  and  wife  on the  
a r r i v a l  of  d a u g h t e r ,  Kathleen, Feb-  
r u a r y  15. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  Herbert E. 
Phillians, e x t r a  o p e r a t o r ,  whose  
m a r r i a g e  to  Janet Bisbee t ook  p lace  

in t he  Church  of  C h r i s t  a t  F i n d l a y ,  
Ohio, F e b r u a r y  15. T h e y  a r e  now 
" a t  home"  a t  196 S o u t h  H igh  
S t ree t ,  Marion.  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  D e n n y 
Murphy, r e t i r e d  W e s t e r n  Union  
l ineman,  who  c e l e b r a t e d  his  79th  
b i r t h d a y ,  Feb .  19. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  Bernice B. 
Hill, agen t ,  a t  N o r t h  Lewisbu rg .  
Ohio, who  acqu i red  a new son- in-  
law when  his  d a u g h t e r  Shirley Lee 
was  m a r r i e d  F e b r u a r y  14. 

Allegany-Meadville 
GENERAL FOREMAN & 

WRECKMASTER, SALAMANCA 
Steve Dulanski  has  been e lec ted  

c o m m a n d e r  of  t h e  local  W o r l d  W a r  
I V e t e r a n s  Organ iza t ion .  

Jack Rice and  Tom Huckabone 
and  fami l ies  took  off fo r  F l o r i d a  to  
spend  a two weeks  vaca t ion .  

We welcome Gene Yehl and Don 
Budzinski,  who have  s t a r t e d  w o r k  
a t  t he  c a r  shop  as  app ren t i ce s .  

Larry Quigley w a s  down and  ou t  
fo r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  wi th  the  mumps .  

Tom Benton has  b o u g h t  a home 
and  moved  to Olean.  

Mahoning Division 
CLEVELAND FREIGHT 

By R. M. O'Connor 
Mr. a n d  Mrs. C. H. Schlegel a r e  

v a c a t i o n i n g  in F l o r i d a  th i s  month .  
T h e y  s t oppe d  o f f  f i r s t  in New Y o r k  
to  v i s i t  t h e i r  chi ldren.  

Katherine W o o d,  unc l a imed  
f r e i g h t  c lerk,  s p e n t  the  W a s h i n g -  
t o n ' s  B i r t h d a y  weekend  a t  t he  
Greenbr i e r ,  W h i t e  S u l p h u r  Spr ings ,  
W. Va.,  wi th  the  R.B.W.A.  

Bob Hildebrand, o.s.&d, clerk,  
has  rea l i zed  his  d r e a m  of  a bache-  
lor  a p a r t m e n t  a t  the  P a r k  F u l t o n  
Oval.  V i s i to r s  to  i t  s a y  an  i n t e r i o r  
d e c o r a t o r  cou ldn ' t  have  f u r n i s h e d  
i t  more  t a s t e fu l ly .  

Ray Martley, d e m u r r a g e  clerk,  
and  C. H. Schlegel a re  bo th  dr iv-  
ing  new cars .  

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
B y  J. O. Sheets 

P a t r o l m a n  A. Herrick's son, 
Robert A., age  11, is p l a n n i n g  to  
t r a v e l  to W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C., w i th  
a YMCA g r o u p  f r o m  Cleveland.  

P a t r o l m a n  R. E. Hamilton's  son, 
Robert L., age  13, has  been n a m e d  
to t he  A l l - S t a r  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m  a t  
his  school  in A s h l a n d .  

April, 1959 21 



W. L. D u t t o n ,  patrolman,  has 
moved to Lakewood, O. His son, 
Thomas,  age 15, will t r ans fe r  to 
Lakewood High School. 

D. Downie,  l ieutenant,  was made 
president  for  the coming yea r  o f  
the Youth Protec t ive  Council of 
Grea te r  Cleveland. The appoint-  
ment  was made a t  a meeting of 
the group 's  t rustees,  Feb. 5. 

E. Matanin, patrolman,  and his 
wife  spent  a few days  in Pi t ts-  
burgh recently,  where they  visi ted 
relatives.  

D. H. Kerr, patrolman,  and his 
son Duane are  laying in supplies 
for  the i r  annual camping trip. 

S. J. Tarajcak, patrolman,  will 
take his family across the border  
for a Canadian vacation this sum- 
mer. 
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Marion Palmer picked F e b r u a r y  
for  her  vacat ion f l ight  to Flor ida.  
Ft .  Lauderda le  and Miami Beach 
were two of the cities she visited. 

Pfc. Bob Buck, fo rmer ly  of the 
passenger  depar tment ,  is s ta t ioned 
in Kaisers lautern ,  Germany  and is 
the ba t ta l ion  finance clerk. A 
fr inge benefit  of the job is a jeep 
which has  been assigned to him. 

Paul Kovary  and his wife spent  
the Washing ton ' s  B i r thday  week- 
end in the windy ci ty of Chicago. 

A new organizat ion has been 
formed in our midst.  The gir ls  
have thei r  B i r thday  Club, so the 
fellows inaugura ted  the  Sports-  
men's  Club. The group, which in- 
cidental ly is an all male unit, was 
the  brainchi ld of Howie  Brown. 

For  the i r  f i r s t  out ing they  took 
in one of the  Barons  hockey 
games. Complaints  were heard  on 
both the calibre of the  home team's  
tact ics  and also the meal t ha t  was 
consumed before the game. 

Officers elected were Bob Botts,  
president,  and John Graham, t reas-  
urer.  The three-man en te r ta inment  
committee t h a t  was elected in- 
cludes Ben Cosenza,  Bill Mauerer 
and Jack Sherman. 

Jim Feeney,  Joe McManus and 
Paul Ste inmetz  are  all ski ing en- 
thus ias ts  but  the  snow wouldn ' t  
co-operate. Each t ime they  t rav-  
eled to Pennsylvania  the  white 
s tuf f  had  completely d isappeared 
from the slopes. 

Mary Lou Hnatt ,  Alice Holleran, 
Ann Marshall,  Shirley Ranft  and 
Mary Lou Raynak  t raveled to New 
York over the  Washing ton ' s  Bir th-  
day weekend. 

Betty  Krych received twelve 
valentines on the lovers '  holiday, 
but  the catch is t ha t  they  were 
all f rom the same person. 

While going th rough  one of my  
h is tory  books, I came upon the 
names of Generals  George Wes t  
and R. Will iams who fought  for  
the  Blue in the Civil War .  Inquir-  
ies, however, made of the  men 
f rom the office s t a f f  who bear  
those names fai led to  provide any 
answer  as to relat ionship.  

The softbal l  season will be s t a r t -  
ing soon and i t  will be in teres t ing  
to note the competit ion for  the  
various positions. 

The pi tching s t a f f  is in tac t  wha t  
with aces Bill Lash and Marty 

Marcellino re turn ing  to the mound. 
Nell  Crann is the  only ca tcher  

re turn ing  as John Peterson  has 
depar ted  for  the  insurance busi- 
ness. A recur r ing  back ai lment  
may  keep Nell on the sidelines, 
however. 

F i r s t  base f inds the most  valu- 
able p layer  of l a s t  season, John 
Senyitko,  re turning.  This s lot  and 
the shor t s top  position with Jim 
Petonic are  v i r tua l ly  set, but  sec- 
ond and th i rd  base are  up for  
grabs.  Other  infield candidates  are  
Phil Emery,  Bill Donahue, George 
Joseph, Bill Broestl  and Chuck 
Von Duhn. 

The outf ie lders  are  many  and 
the i r  ta len ts  are  varied, so the 
regula rs  won ' t  be determined ' t i l  
a l a te r  date. Frank Tracy, the  vet- 
eran of the squad re turns  for  his 
twelf th season. F r a n k  has  been 
playing ball  for  quite some time, 
but  st i l l  manages  to cover center 
field like a youngster .  

Another  re turnee who could be 
a s t a r t e r  is Bob Betts ,  who led the 
team in h i t t ing  las t  season with 
a fan tas t ic  .462 mark.  

Big Don Miskinis, who was in 
the a rmy  las t  year,  should be a 
welcome addit ion to the garden  
group. 

Other  re tu rn ing  outf ielders  are 
Ben Cosenza,  Jay  Murray and 
Chuck Hatcher.  

The manager ia l  s i tuat ion was 
stil l  unsolved a t  press time, but  
all sources seemed to point to 
Steve Miko. 

Earle Buck, former ly  of this  
office and now a captain  in the 
United Sta tes  Army,  spent  some 
unhappy  days  in F e b r u a r y  recu- 
pera t ing  f rom an illness in the hos- 
pi ta l  a t  F o r t  Bliss, Texas. 

Howard and Joyce Snyder an- 
nounced on F e b r u a r y  15 the bi r th  
of a 7 pound, 5 ounce daughter ,  
whom they 've  christened Diane 
Arlene. Joyce is remembered as a 
member of the  passenger  depar t -  
ment. 

Besides being the month of 
Presidents ,  F e b r u a r y  appeared  to 
be a month of re t i rements  for  the  
audi tor  of revenues. 

Nina Hart  of the machine bu- 
reau lef t  a f t e r  16 years  with the  
organizat ion.  

Ed Doyle,  t rave l ing  auditor,  and 
Bill Von Stein, bookkeeper  in the 

Erie Railroad Magazine 

•  

Car Accountant 
CLEVELAND 

By Lou Landers 

Our best  wishes for  a happy fu- 
ture  go to Mr. Joseph Nicholson,  
sr., who re t i red  f rom the car  rec- 
ord office March 1st a f te r  43 years '  
service. 

A t  a luncheon in his honor, held 
a t  Higbee 's  Vis ta  Room, a cash 
gif t  f rom his fellow employes was 
presented him by H. G. Strom, car 
accountant.  

Mr. J. H. Michel flew to St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  with his two 
daughters ,  Helen and "Buddy," for  
a week's  winter  vacation. 

Welcome home to Al Scheck who 
has re turned  a f te r  four  years '  Ai r  
Force service, some of which was 
spent  in the  F a r  East .  Al was 
marr ied  while in the service and 
has two lovely children, Carrie and 
Glenn. 

'Twas a g rea t  day  for  the I r ish  
when Carol Kilbane marched in the 
St. Pa t r i ck ' s  Day Parade  with the  
West  Side I r i sh-American Club 
drill  team. 

Accounting 
AUDITOR OF REVENUES 

By  Ray  Stevens 

Jim Szucs proudly  announced 
to the  office s ta f f  on J a n u a r y  27th 
tha t  his wife Therese had given 
bir th  to thei r  f i rs t ,  a daughter .  
Kathleen Marie is her  name and 
she weighed in a t  6 pounds, 15 
ounces. 



agency  bureau ,  r e t i r ed .  E a c h  had  
pu t  in 38 y e a r s  of  loya l  and  fa i th -  
ful  se rv ice  to  t he  company .  

Tom Lynch of t he  pe r cen t  revi-  
s ion bu reau  t opped  t h e m  al l  in 
s en io r i t y  wi th  40 y e a r s  to  his  
credi t .  These  four ,  known  b y  all,  
will be mis sed  by  all .  

Harold Brown f lew to P o r t l a n d ,  
Maine  to  spend  the  F e b r u a r y  22rid 
ho l iday  wi th  f r i ends  and  re la t ives .  

Dave Baranyai,  Lynda Owen, 
Bet ty  Scheibel, Jean Verdone and  
Carole Dercole r e t u r n e d  to  the  of- 
f ice s t a f f  a f t e r  l eaves  of  absence.  

Joe Stazzone l e f t  t he  E r i e  fo r  
o t h e r  p u r s u i t s  in F e b r u a r y .  

Oscar Bender has  r ea son  to  be 
p roud  of  his  b r i l l i an t  son  Harvey.  
Y o u n g  Mr. B e n d e r  a t t a i n e d  his  
doc to r ' s  degree  f r o m  N o r t h w e s t e r n  
U n i v e r s i t y  and  was  one of  the  
y o u n g e s t  to  achieve  th i s  d is t inc-  
tion. He is now engaged  in re-  
s ea rch  work  fo r  t he  g o v e r n m e n t  
on the  W e s t  Coast .  

Nona  Meier has  r ea son  to  dis-  
l ike t he  cold wea the r .  She s l ipped  
and fel l  off  a bus  and  ended  up 
wi th  some n a s t y  bruises .  

W. O. Feisman succeeded  Chris 
Strauss as  a s s i s t a n t  chief  c le rk  
in t he  ou tbound  in te r l ine  bureau .  
Good Luck,  Bill.  

The  Bloodmobi le  m a d e  one of  i t s  
r e g u l a r  s tops  and  t en  m e m b e r s  of  
t he  a u d i t o r  of  r evenues  d e p a r t -  
men t  responded .  Howie Brown tops  
us  al l  as  he is now w o r k i n g  on 
his  t h i r d  gal lon.  The  o t h e r s  were  
Grace Banks,  Columbia Lucarelli,  
Kathleen Nolan, Joe Braunlich, Bill 
Donahue,  Tom Edwards, Al Fitch, 
Paul Jurcisin and  Tom Nicolay. 

J a n u a r y  30th was  the  d a y  t h a t  
Bob Bozoti  picked to  be un i t ed  in 
m a r r i a g e  wi th  Jean Moseley. A 
s h o r t  honeymoon  in d o w n s t a t e  
Ohio fo l lowed t h e  nup t ia l s .  

George Pfeifer was  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  
f o r  a spe l l  b y  an  o p e r a t i o n  on his  
a rm.  

Joe Alico is s t a y i n g  home  more  
o f t en  now due to  the  acqu is i t ion  
of  a hi-fi .  

Two f o r m e r  E r i e i t e s  v i s i t ed  in 
F e b r u a r y .  Marge Csuhran and  
Marge Pizzillo a r e  t h e  pai r .  

Mr. and Mrs. John Prentice, 
Jerry Gribek and  Steve Miko were  
a m o n g  those  who  m a n a g e d  to  a t -  
t end  n e a r l y  a l l  of  t he  B a r o n s '  home 
games .  
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The  g i r l s '  bowl ing  l eague  has  
qui te  a t h r i l l i ng  r ace  go ing  fo r  
top  honors .  A s  of  F e b r u a r y  17, the  
Spa re t t e s ,  led  b y  Gloria Lash with  
a 126 ave rage ,  h a d  eased  the  
F r a m e u p s ,  c a p t a i n e d  b y  Irene Hab- 
orak wi th  a 133 m a r k ,  o u t  of  sec- 
ond place.  

Pat Von Duhn, 125, and  Betty  
Krych, 123, a r e  t h e  on ly  o t h e r  
g i r l s  a m o n g  the  top  t en  bowlers .  

A s  of  F e b r u a r y  19 the  in t e r l ine  
t e a m  had  b los somed  ou t  w i th  a s ix-  
g a m e  bu lge  in t he  men ' s  bowl ing  
league.  

Marty Marcellino was  the  s t a r  
of  t he  m o n t h  in f a s h i o n i n g  twelve  
s t r i ke s  in a row. This  u s u a l l y  
m e a n s  a 300 g a m e  b u t  t h e y  were  
a c c u m u l a t e d  ove r  two g a m e s  and  
M a r t y  had  to  s e t t l e  fo r  a 268 
game .  

Some h igh  a v e r a g e s  a t  th i s  t ime  
were  Jim Petonic and  Frank Buck 
a t  175, Marty Marcellino and Char- 
lie Von Duhn, sr., 172, Bill Lash 
and  Chuck Von Duhn, jr., 170, and  
Jim Laggan, 169. 

CENTRALIZED MACHINE 
BUREAU 

By  Bernice Batcha and 
Denney Kish 

Gladys Reed en joyed  a weekend  
v i s i t  to  Peor ia ,  Il l .  Alma Kliem was  
off  to  Ki tchener ,  O n ta r i o  fo r  a 
vis i t .  

A good  t ime  was  had  b y  Mary 
Falasco, Alfreda Jasinski,  Jennie 
Sakarozok and  Adeline Stelmack, 
who en joyed  the  s i gh t s  of  ou r  na-  
t ion ' s  cap i ta l .  Eddie Courtwright 
wen t  E a s t  fo r  a vis i t .  

Irene and  Bill Canterbury en- 
j o y  an  old A m e r i c a n  dance,  t he  
s q u a r e  dance.  

Sounds  l ike  she ' s  p r e p a r i n g  fo r  
a duel  r a t h e r  t h a n  e n j o y i n g  a 
hobby.  W i t h  a r c h e r y  and  fenc ing  
unde r  h e r  bel t ,  Ann Craney re-  
p o r t s  p l ans  to  s t u d y  j udo  and  
pis tols .  

Ella Carpenter and  Kay McNa- 
mara were  a t  t he  G r e e n b r i e r  on 
a weekend  visi t .  

Ice  Fo l l i e s  have  a new s t a r  bu t  
d o n ' t  know it.  Helen Trojahn is 
compe t i t i on  fo r  Donna Atwood 
wi th  h e r  f i g u r e  ska t i ng .  

Helen Martonicz h a s  been  t ak -  
ing  go l f  l e ssons  and  wil l  be r e a d y  
to  r e a l l y  swing  o u t  when  t h e  sea-  
son  opens .  H e r  go l f  ac t iv i t i e s  g o t  

he r  p i c tu re  in the  p a p e r  fo r  he r  a 
s h o r t  whi le  back.  

Norma Simmons  is z ing ing  a long  
in p u r s u i t  of  t he  bu l l ' s - eye  as  she  
con t inues  h e r  a r c h e r y  p rac t i ce  du r -  
ing the  w i n t e r  mon ths .  

Lucille and John Babli o u g h t  to  
be in a p ro fe s s iona l  q u a r t e t - -  
t h a t ' s  w h a t  people  s a y  who have  
h e a r d  the  two  s ing  wi th  an  a m a -  
t e u r  g r o u p  in A k r o n .  

Cupid  s u r e  w e n t  to  w o r k  Val -  
en t ine ' s  D a y  on Jean Tomasel lo  
and  Frank Meserini: t h e y  will  wed 
in June.  Jean ,  an  e x p e r t  s eam-  
s t r e s s ,  wil l  m a k e  h e r  b r i d e s m a i d s '  
gowns.  

Marge Kutina and Jean Brady 
will be a t t e n d i n g  the  Me t  du r ing  
o p e r a  week th i s  Apr i l .  

H e r e ' s  one t h a t  dese rves  an  ex- 
c l ama t ion  po in t  (o r  m o r e ) :  Janet 
Young has  h a d  f o u r  f l a t  t i r e s  in 
t he  l a s t  m o n t h !  

Rosalie  Mencke and Shirley 
W a l k e r  pace  the  f loor  t o g e t h e r  
d u r i n g  se r ious  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e i r  
dogs ,  M i s t y  and  Heidi .  

R. C. Clark has  a dog  t h a t  
shou ld  use  a l i t t l e  more  d i sc re t ion  
in choos ing  i t s  p l a y m a t e s .  I t  
s eems  Mr. C l a r k  fa i led  to  exp la in  
to his  dog  the  d i f f e rence  be tween  
a house  ca t  and  a smal l ,  ca t - l ike  
an ima l  wi th  a whi t e  s t r i p e  down 
i t s  back .  Need  we s a y  m o r e ?  

Smi l ing  Joe Nicholson, jr., re-  
s igned  March  1. We wish you a 
lo t  of  luck, Joe. 

AUDITOR OF D I S B U R S E M E N T S  
By Jim H o u g h  & Don Keister 

R e c e n t l y  p rov ing  t h e i r  ab i l i t i es  
to  bowl  " fo r  keeps"  were  Rita 
Mazur, Jim Hough and  Ne lson  
Case,  who took  3rd  p lace  honors  
r e c e n t l y  in t he  E r i e  " t r i p l e s "  bowl- 
ing  t o u r n a m e n t .  

F. W. Kelly picks  t he  Yanks ,  as  
usual ,  to  win the  A m e r i c a n  L e a g u e  
p e n n a n t  and  then  bea t  t he  Card i -  
na l s  in t he  W o r l d  Series.  

A d m i r i n g  the  qua l i t i e s  of  t h e i r  
new home f u r n i s h i n g s  a r e  Mari- 
lyn Haely,  wi th  a comple t e  bed- 
room set ,  and  Rita Mazur wi th  a 
s t e r eophon ic  hi-fi .  

W h e n  Dorothy  Hanley  w a s  
a sked  fo r  a n y  news  th i s  m o n t h  
fo r  ou r  column,  she  j u s t  smi led  
and  said,  " T h e  w e dd ing  is s t i l l  
on. " 

Fred and  Martha Talbot a re  
 a b o u t  to  e n j o y  t h e i r  f u t u r e  mo to r -  
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ing. in t he  good  looking  ca r  t h e y  
j u s t  purchased .  

Bob Peterson w a s h e d  his c a r  re-  
cen t ly  and  found  ou t  t h a t  i t  is 
g r e e n - - t w o - t o n e  a t  t h a t !  

Don Bundy t u r n e d  " f l o r i s t "  t em-  
p o r a r i l y  when  he  h a d  a h a n d  in 
s e t t i n g  up  t h e  a n n u a l  H o m e  and  
F l o w e r  Show a t  C leve land  Publ ic  
Hal l .  

Henry Beck j u s t  became a p r o u d  
g r a n d p a  a g a i n  when  his  son  BOb 
and  his  wife  announced  the  a r -  
r iva l  of  l i t t l e  Melinda Sue Beck. 

HORNELL A C C O U N T I N G  
BUREAU 

By Dick Crowley 
A b o u t  th is  t ime  of  y e a r  ou r  fel-  

low w o r k e r s  wi th  t he  g reen  
t h u m b s  a r e  beg inn ing  to  t h i n k  
a b o u t  t he i r  g a r d e n s  and  f lower  
beds.  Good luck to  t h e m  on th i s  
y e a r ' s  p lan t ing .  

Seems as  t h o u g h  Ruth Hunt 
l ikes  to keep h e r  c a r  r u n n i n g  whi le  
she  is work ing .  

Bill Pawling vis i t ed  the  off ice 
recent ly .  

Nancy Woolever has  l e f t  us  f o r  
a whi le  to  a s s u m e  h e r  du t ies  as  a 
new mothe r .  

H a r v e y  Mil ler  h a s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  
F l o r i d a  wi th  a nice sun  tan.  

Bob B u r d e t t e  and  Frank Bot- 
tomley  have  been g e t t i n g  in some 
ice f i sh ing  th i s  season.  

Tunny Vet and  Ronnie Benson 
will soon have  a dr ive- in  bank  in 
t h e i r  ne ighborhood .  

Mozzie and Pauline Piacenti,  
George Hussong and  Ronnie Ben- 
son a r e  s p o r t i n g  d i f f e r en t  c a r s  
th i s  month .  

Bill Barnett  has  t a k e n  a t r a i n  
t r i p  to  Cal i fornia .  

Karleen Russell r e c e n t l y  took  a 
t r i p  to  Ind iana .  Harold Stephens 
drove  to  Roches te r .  

Harvey Schneegas w e n t  to  Au-  
bu rn  to  pick up his  d a u g h t e r  who 
is a t t e n d i n g  school.  

Tom and Dick Halloran, Heinz 
Muhleisen, Fred Peterson and  An- 
gelo Petrillo p lan  to  a t t e n d  the  
bowl ing  t o u r n a m e n t  which  is to  be 
he ld  a t  Y o u n g s t o w n  on M a r c h  
t w e n t y - f i r s t .  Good luck  to  them.  

P l a n s  f o r  t h e  A n n u a l  B r o t h e r -  
hood  of  R a i l w a y  Cle rks  p a r t y  a r e  
g e t t i n g  in to  fu l l  swing  th i s  mon th .  
I t  h a s  been  dec ided  to  have  the  
p a r t y  a t  t he  Horne l l  Moose Club 
on A p r i l  18, w i th  da nc ing  a f t e r  
d inner .  

C o m m i t t e e s  a r e  a s  fo l lows :  
Gene ra l  c o m m i t t e e :  Fred Peter- 

son, Don Clark, Bob Argentieri, 
Heinz Muhleisen a n d  Jerry Curran. 

T i c k e t s :  Lynn Lamb, Don Mat- 
thews,  Neil  Crandall, Watson Wal- 
den and Bob Ward. 

D e c o r a t i o n s :  E r n i e Dungan, 
Dorothy Marks and Eleanor Trow- 
bridge. 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t :  D i c k Tyson,  
Ruth Hoyt, Mary Jones  a n d  An- 
gelo Petrillo. 

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  to  Joyce  Smith, 
Dick Wheeler, John Kelley, Paul  
Smith, Helen Huff, Mary Kinner- 
ney, Jack Burlingame, Jack Starr, 
Fred Besser  a n d  Dick Matthews.  

Marion Division 
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  DEPART- 
MENT & M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  

W A Y  DEPARTMENT 

B y  C. R. S w a n k  

A f t e r  l iv ing  in  Bippus ,  Ind. ,  f o r  
58 y e a r s  of  t h e i r  69 y e a r s  of  m a r -  
r i ed  life, f o r m e r  Sec t ion  F o r e m a n  
Willis Foraker  and  wife  a r e  b r e a k -  
ing  up  housek e e p ing  to  move  to  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Memor ia l  H o m e  a t  
W a r r e n ,  Ind.  

Mr. Foraker  is 91 y e a r s  of  age  
a n d  Mrs. Foraker is 90, and  bo th  
a r e  qu i te  ac t ive  in c o m m u n i t y  af -  
fa i r s .  W e  wish  t h e m  m a n y  m o r e  
y e a r s  of  happ iness .  

Mr. F o r a k e r  r e t i r e d  in  1938 af-  
t e r  42 y e a r s  of  service .  The  F o r -  
a k e r s  have  s ix  ch i ld ren  l iving,  12 

STILL GREATER PROTECTION--For Cars and Lading 
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g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and  15 g r e a t - g r a n d -  
chi ldren .  T h e y  a r e  look ing  f o r w a r d  
to  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  70th  wedd ing  
a n n i v e r s a r y  in October .  

Bes t  wishes  go  to  C. E. Gump, 
p a s s e n g e r  conductor ,  who h a s  re-  
t i r ed  a f t e r  53 y e a r s  of  E r i e  service .  

Don Petrucelle, re l i e f  o p e r a t o r ,  
h a s  r ecove red  n ice ly  a f t e r  a n  ap-  
pendec tomy .  

Mr. and  Mrs. G. T. Sheets  cele- 
b r a t e d  t h e i r  go lden  wedd ing  an-  
n i v e r s a r y  wi th  a n  open  house  a t  
t h e i r  home.  The i r  sons - in - l aw and  
d a u g h t e r s ,  Mr. and  Mrs. P. S. Mc- 
Ilravy and  Mr. and  Mrs. H. J. 
Felber, were  hos t s  f o r  t he  recep-  
t ion.  

Mr. Sheets  r e t i r e d  in May,  1956 
f r o m  e m p l o y m e n t  wi th  t he  E r i e  
R a i l r o a d  a f t e r  44 y e a r s  of  con- 
t inuous  se rv ice  a s  eng inee r  on the  
Mar ion  divis ion and  road  f o r e m a n  
of  engines  on the  New York  di- 
vision.  

Bes t  wishes  go  to  R. S. Overholt, 
sec t ion  f o r e m a n  on Mar ion  divi-  
s ion who has  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  35 y e a r s  
of  service.  

Bes t  wishes  a r e  wi th  D. B. New- 
comb, s i g n a l m a n  a t  H u n t i n g t o n ,  
who has  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  46 y e a r s  of  
service.  

CHICAGO POLICE 
B y  J. S. Steen 

Welcome  back  to  B. R. McKay, 
p a t r o l m a n .  A n d  welcome to new 
P a t r o l m e n  R. R. Oliver and  M. T. 
Rusnak. 

F. A. Harris, p a t r o l m a n ,  h a s  re-  
t i r ed  and  we wish h im a long  and  
h a p p y  l i fe  of  ease. 

H A M M O N D CONSOLIDATED 
By Grace Connole 

O p e r a t o r  Jack Wilson and  wife  
v i s i t ed  wi th  J a c k ' s  b r o t h e r  and  
f a m i l y  in Tucson,  Ar iz .  T h e y  a lso  
m a d e  t r i p s  to  N o g a l e s  and  T i juana ,  
Mexico.  " L o v e l y  coun t ry , "  s a y s  
Jack .  

Frank Harris, p a t r o l m a n ,  re-  
t i r ed  F e b r u a r y  12 a f t e r  33 y e a r s  
of  f a i t h f u l  service .  F r a n k  i n t e nds  
to  s t a y  on in H a m m o n d  fo r  a t ime  
a n d  t h e n  will  t r a v e l  to  F l o r i d a  
w h e r e  he  is t h i n k i n g  of  m a k i n g  
his  p e r m a n e n t  home.  

W e  will  miss  h im b u t  wish  h im 
h e a l t h  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  in his  r e t i r e -  
ment .  R o y  Davis,  re l ie f  p a t r o l m a n ,  
h a s  t a k e n  ove r  F r a n k ' s  du t i e s  a s  
d a y  p a t r o l m a n .  

Erie Railroad Magazine 
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Lloyd Fischer, communica t ions  
main ta ine r ,  Decatur ,  did some of 
his exper t  m a i n t a i n i n g  on Ham-  
mond te le types  recent ly .  We don ' t  
like to see the  te le types  ou t  of 
order  bu t  we do like seeing Snif  
F i scher  once in  a while. 

W. M. Wiarda, asst.  super in tend-  
ent,  is back on the job a f t e r  hav-  
ing b rea thed  heavenly,  clean, pure,  
perfect,  flawless, unadu l t e ra t ed ,  
undefi led Je rsey  a i r  for  one week. 

Congra tu la t ions  to George Berg, 
relief clerk, who was appoin ted  
ya rd  master ,  second trick, J anu -  
a ry  9. 

The ve ry  best  of va len t ines  ar-  
r ived for  the  D. Campbelis, fire- 
man,  in  the  person of t i ny  Cynthia 
Sue, 8 lbs. 13 oz. a t  St. Marga re t ' s  
Hospital ,  4:30 a.m., Feb. 14. Cyn- 
th ia  Sue has  a s is ter  Gail, age 6, 
and  a b ro the r  Danny,  age 3, wait-  
ing to welcome her. 

I4TH STREET STATION,  
C H I C A G O  

By Chris Hardt 
John J. Brynda, genera l  fore- 

man,  p roudly  announces  t h a t  Wal- 
ter Anderson, bi l l ing depar tmen t ,  
and  Chris Hardt, revis ion clerk, 
are  two of the new members  of 
Chap te r  N u m b e r  1, Order  of St. 
Chr i s topher  for  Catholic Rai l road  
Men. Mr. B r y n d a is pres ident  of 
the organizat ion.  

Donna Major, r a t e  desk, en joyed  
a t r ip  via  hel icopter  f rom Chi- 
cago's  Midway Ai rpo r t  to O 'Hare  
Airpor t ,  P a r k  Ridge, Ill., where  
she boarded a plane bound  for  an  
ear ly  sp r ing  vacat ion  a t  the home 
of her  pa ren t s  a t  F o r t  Lauder -  
dale, Fla .  

We compl iment  and  congra tu l a t e  
Joan Blaul, ra te  desk, and  hus-  
band  George Blaul. George was 
one of our  fo rmer  ra te  clerks and  
left  the  Er ie  to work for  the Wa- 
bash Railroad.  He was  recen t ly  
promoted to chief ra te  clerk of 
the Wabash .  

We have never  known a g rand-  
f a the r  as happy  and  proud as 
Blase Zera, owner-propr ie tor  of 
the 14th S t ree t  Er ie  lunch can- 
teen, on the  b i r th  of his g rand-  
daugh te r  Debra Jean on F e b r u a r y  
16th. She is the d a u g h t e r  of Don- 
ald and  Arlene Zera, very  happy  
paren ts  indeed. 

Annual Report 
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mina l s  have  diver ted  much  of the  
t raf f ic  f rom rai l  to rubber .  

Yet  the  New Je rsey  Board  of 
Publ ic  Ut i l i t y  Commiss ioners  re- 
quires  the  ra i l roads  to opera te  
m a n y  poor ly  pa t ron ized  a nd  non-  
pay ing  t r a in s  which the  ra i l roads  
sough t  to discont inue,  and  the  tax-  
ing au thor i t i es  have shown no in- 
c l ina t ion  to g r a n t  t ax  relief. As a 
resul t ,  the  Er ie  is losing in excess 
of $2 mil l ion a n n u a l l y  on an  out-  
of-pocket  basis  f rom its  s u b u r b a n  
passenger  operat ions .  This,  of 
course, decreases the  income avail-  
able for  dividends,  improvemen t s  
and  o the r  purposes.  

The Er ie  is d i rec t ing  c o n s t a n t  
effor t  toward  f ind ing  ways  of re- 
ducing  these  con t inu ing  deficits. 
Some s ign i f ican t  reduct ions  in  ex- 
penses have been made  in recent  
years,  bu t  with s teadi ly  r i s ing  
wage costs the  losses sti l l  r ema in  
high. 

$13,161,131 in Taxes 
Rai lway  tax  accruals  for  the 

Er ie  in 1958 amoun ted  to $13,- 
161,131 an  increase  of $882,674 
over  1957. Taxes  were divided as 
follows : 

1958 
Federal Income taxes . . . . . . . . . . .  
State, Local and miscel- 

laneous taxes . . . . . . . .  $ 7,726,127 
Payroll taxes (employe 

ret irement and unem- 
ployment) . . . . . . . . . . .  5,435,004 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $13,161,131 
No accrual  was made  of federa l  

income taxes  in 1958 due to ne t  
loss sus ta ined  for  t ax  purposes.  
This  loss will be avai lable  as an  
offset  aga ins t  f u t u r e  t axab le  in- 
come. 

Dur ing  1958 the  c o m p a n y  
elected to d iscont inue  i ts  pract ice 
of c la iming accelerated amort iza-  
t ion for  Federa l  Income tax  pur-  
poses on Cert i f icates  of Necess i ty  
in view of the  ope ra t ing  loss. 

There  was a ne t  decrease of 
$5,817,788 in long- t e rm debt  dur-  
ing the  year.  This  was accom- 
plished by  the  r e t i r emen to f  $6,- 
150,288 of equ ipmen t  obl iga t ions  
and  o the r  debt  of the  c ompa ny  and  
the  i ssuance  of $332,500 of new 
debt  u n d e r  a condi t ional  sale 
ag r eemen t  to cover new equip- 
m e n t  purchased.  

The  c ompa ny  on October  29, 
1958, sold 36,073 or 50% of i ts  
ownership  shares  of capi ta l  s tock 
of U. S. T ruck  Lines, Inc., of Dela- 
ware,  and  all of i ts  s tock of Na-  
t ional  Car load ing  Corpora t ion  was  
sold on J a n u a r y  26, 1959. 

Vast Potential 

There  is a va s t  i ndus t r i a l  po- 
ten t ia l  in  the  a rea  served by  t he  
Er ie  Ra i l road  which is called "The  
H e a r t  of I n d u s t r i a l  Amer ica" .  To 
add to the  ra i l road ' s  t ra f f ic  sources  
the  Er ie ' s  s t a f f  of i ndus t r i a l  de- 
ve lopment  special is ts  is c o n s t a n t l y  
in touch with indus t r i e s  t h a t  a re  
looking for  new p lan t  sites. This  
d e p a r t m e n t  offers  every  a s s i s t ance  
to these  companies  and  f u r n i she s  
detai led i n f o r ma t i on  as to w a t e r  
supply,  access to raw mater ia ls ,  
t ax  rates,  labor  supp ly  and  o the r  
technical  da t a  to point  up the  ad- 
v a n t a g e s  of locat ing on our  line. 

Las t  yea r  59 new concerns  lo- 
cated on our  ra i l road  and  13 ex- 
panded the i r  p resen t  facilit ies.  The  
potent ia l  a n n u a l  increase  in  the  
Er ie ' s  r evenue  f rom these  con- 
cerns  is es t imated  a t  $1,600,000 
when they  are  in  ful l  product ion.  

Research and Sales 
Sales and  cost analyses ,  as well 

as t ra f f ic  and  revenue  fo recas t ing  
are a mong  the m a n y  func t ions  of 
our  research  depar tmen t .  

The proper  pr ic ing of rai l  serv-  
ices to mee t  compet i t ion effect ively 
has  been a g rowing  problem, and  
the need to know the cost of han-  
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dling par t icu la r  t raf f ic  is neces- 
s a ry  to any solution. This need has 
resulted in a growing demand for  
cost s tudies for  different  types of 
ra tes  and on a va r ie ty  of com- 
modities. 

Numerous opera t ing  cost stud- 
ies were also made, including cost 
of suburban passenger  service and 
fe r ry  operation, for  use in connec- 
tion with applications before Fed- 
eral  and Sta te  bodies for  discon- 
t inuance and t imetable  changes. 
Support ing tes t imony and exhibits  
were also prepared.  

This depar tment  also repre- 
sented the ra i l roads  opera t ing  in 
Ohio in submit t ing  s ta t i s t ica l  and 
financial  da t a  in suppor t  of thei r  
applicat ion for  increased f re ight  
ra tes  within the state.  Substant ia l  
assis tance also was given to the 
Eas te rn  Rai l roads-Traff ic  Execu- 
tive Associat ion th roughout  the 
year  in connection with the i r  Com- 
mercial  Research Group, as well 
as ass is t ing in the effor ts  to secure 
increased division of ra tes  on t ra f -  
fic to and from Transcont inenta l  
te r r i tory .  

ON SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

Employe  Training 

Automat ion  brings with it the 
need for  t ra in ing  employes in the 
effective use of new machines. 
This was pa r t i cu la r ly  t rue  in the 
format ion of a Central ized Office 
Machine Bureau in Cleveland which 
consolidated the accounting work 
of many  depar tments  and involved 
the ins ta l la t ion of one of the  la tes t  
types  of electronic computing ma- 
chines. 

F u r t h e r  studies are  being made 
to develop new methods  and pro- 
cedures in ant ic ipat ion of in- 
creased use of electronic da t a  proc- 
essing. 

Other  employe t ra in ing  pro- 
g rams  included sessions with sales 
and r a t e  personnel to help them 
analyze and sa t i s fy  customer  needs 
from the s tandpoin t  of service and 
ra tes ;  f re ight  s ta t ion forces and 
t ra in  crews in the best  methods 
of handl ing shipments  to prevent  
damage;  shop employes in the 
proper  use of modern machinery,  
and group meetings with employes 
engaged in passenger  service on 
the importance of performing a 
fr iendly and courteous service for  
the public. 

Safety  Record Improves  

As sa fe ty  is one of the cardinal  
principles in all ra i l road opera- 
tions, cons tant  educat ional  work 
is conducted among supervisors  
and employes to prevent  injuries.  
Through meet ings and o ther  meth- 
ods, oppor tuni ty  is presented to 
discuss sa fe ty  measures  and ex- 
change ideas and experiences. 

Er ie ' s  employe sa fe ty  record 
continued to improve in 1958. 
There was a reduction of 15 per  
cent per  million manhours in the  
more serious injur ies  involving 
three or  more days  of lost  time. 
Fur thermore ,  Er ie  t ra ins  were in- 
volved in 20 per cent fewer g rade  
crossing accidents and highway 
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crossing casual t ies  were reduced 
by 6 per cent during 1958 as com- 
pared with 1957. 

Employe  Health 
The Medical Depar tment  keeps 

a cons tant  check on the hea l th  of 
employes which is a necessary 
pa r t  of safe performance.  Com- 
plete physical  examinat ions are  
given periodical ly to insure the 
physical  f i tness  of employes, par-  
t icular ly  those in t ra in  and engine 
service. Experience has  shown tha t  
hea l thy  and safe ty-minded em- 
ployes are  a g rea t  asse t  in the  per- 
formance and efficiency of a rail-  
road. 

The Erie and Its Publics 
A ra i l road  has many  "publics".  

In one way or another  thousands  
of contacts  are  made with people 
every day  which resul t  in many 
impressions being formed about  
our rai l road.  I t  is impor tan t  t ha t  
these impressions be favorable  be- 
cause to make progress  as a suc- 
cessful organizat ion,  the ra i l road 
must  earn the public 's approval  of 
its policies and actions. This re- 
sponsibi l i ty  rests  p r imar i ly  with 
management ,  but  is shared  in some 
degree by every employe who works 
for  the company. 

The importance of gaining pub- 
lic unders tanding  and good will 
was never more evident  than  dur- 
ing the pas t  year,  when Congress 
was considering legislat ion affect-  
ing the  rai l roads.  An overwhelm- 
ing outpour ing of public expression 
was voiced by many  people who 
urged the i r  representa t ives  in Con- 
gress  to give favorable  considera- 
t ion to the  ra i l roads '  cause. The 
suppor t  would not  have been for th-  
coming if  the  ra i l roads  did not  
have the good will and under-  
s tanding  of these people. 

Accordingly,  the Er ie ' s  public 
relat ions act ivi t ies  a re  designed to 
present  fac tual  information to em- 
ployes and to the  public so they  
will know more about  the prog- 
ress of our  ra i l road  and its essen- 
t ial  role in the  economic life of the  
communities i t  serves. 

Reports  Available on Request  
A n y  employe who would like a 

copy of the  repor t  may  have one 
by wr i t ing  the  Er ie  Magazine, 1327 
Midland Building, Cleveland 15, 
Ohio. 
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Senator 
(Story begins on page 15) 

across the 220,000-mile ne twork  
of rails, and  ca r ry  a lmos t  hal f  of 
the Na t ion ' s  i n t e rc i ty  f re igh t  t raf -  
fie and  nea r ly  one- th i rd  of its com- 
mercial  passenger  load. 

The accompl i shments  of the rail- 
roads are  s tagger ing .  I n  j u s t  a 60- 
minu te  period, more t h a n  1,000 
f re igh t  and passenger  t r a ins  s t a r t  
on scheduled runs  all over  the  Na- 
tion, and  the same n u m b e r  pull 
into terminals .  

3 ½   Million Tons an Hour 
More t h a n  3½ mil l ion tons  of 

goods will move some 20 miles 
du r ing  the same hour.  

On the passenger  side, t r a ins  
will per form t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  equiv- 
a len t  to ca r ry ing  3 mil l ion people 
1 mile. 

Yet, even in the l ight  of these 
facts,  some persons th ink  t h a t  the 
ra i l roads  are dying.  

Human Side of Railroading 
Let  me say a word abou t  the 

h u m a n  side of ra i l roading.  A t  the  
end of 1956, more t h a n  1 mil l ion 
persons  were r egu la r ly  employed 
in our  ra i l road indus t ry .  

Today,  because of the  problems 
which a re  still  h ang ing  a round  the 
necks  of the rai lroads,  and  because 
of the  recession, ra i l road  employ- 
m e n t  has  dropped to abou t  825,000 
people, who receive abou t  $5 bil l ion 
a yea r  in wages. 

A n o t h e r  half-mil l ion people work 
for  companies  which are  di rect ly  
dependen t  upon the  $3 bil l ion the  
ra i l road  i n d u s t r y  spends  in an  
average  yea r  for  mater ia ls ,  sup- 
plies, new plants,  and  equipment .  

Bill ion a Year in Taxes 
Still more  people---a million, in 

f a c t - - h a v e  invested the i r  sav ings  
 in ra i l road  stocks and  bonds. 

W h a t  abou t  the f inancia l  sup- 
por t  the  ra i l roads  give to local and 
Sta te  gove rnmen t s  and  to the Fed- 
eral  G o v e r n m e n t ?  

More t h a n  $1 bill ion is paid by 
the i n d u s t r y  in a no rma l  yea r  in 
the form of taxes  which help the  
Sta tes  bui ld and  m a i n t a i n  our  
schools and  o the r  i m p o r t a n t  proj-  
ects. 

Money for Airports 
All of this  makes  Amer ica  a bet- 

t e r  place in which to live. Some of 
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the ra i l roads '  tax  money  even f inds  
its way  into the  cons t ruc t ion  of 
highways,  wa te rways ,  a i rways,  and  
airports .  This  is a r emarkab le  
benef i t  to compet ing  carr iers .  

So this  is a v i ta l  i n d u s t r y  which 
reaches in to  Hometown,  U.S.A. 
Hundreds  of t housa nds  of men 
and  women provide essent ia l  serv- 
ices, bread and  b u t t e r  payrol l s  for  
ra i l roaders  and  suppliers ,  a flow 
of i n v e s t m e n t  r e tu rns ,  and  a veri- 
t a b l e  t o r r e n t  of t ax  p a y m e n t s - - a l l  
of which con t r ibu t e  to b r ing ing  
progress  and  prosper i ty  to our  
count ry .  

Amer ica  Needs  Railroads 

I am cer ta in  t h a t  you will agree 
with me, Mr. Pres ident ,  t h a t  Amer -  
ica needs  and  will con t inue  to need 
i ts  ra i l roads.  I c anno t  possibly 
see how this  need can d iminish  
in the  fu ture .  

I f  we are  to believe the  Census  
Bureau  forecas ts  of a 60 mill ion 
increase  in  our  popula t ion  by  1975, 
accompanied by a possible doubl ing  
of our  o u t p u t  of goods a nd  serv- 
ices, we shal l  need an  even g rea t e r  
ra i l road sys t em t h a n  we have 
today. 

More people mean  more  produc- 
t i o n - w h i c h  will ce r t a in ly  increase  
the d e m a n d  for  volume t r anspo r -  
ta t ion.  

Ability to Expand 

And  in  this  a rea  the  ra i l roads  
can concen t r a t e  a f an t a s t i c  a m o u n t  
of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in a l imited 
space, and  can t u r n  ou t  a maxi-  

m u m  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  with a 
m i n i m u m  of manpower ,  fuel,  and  
mater ia ls .  

The abi l i ty  to expand  capaci ty  
rapid ly  is a n o t h e r  f ea tu re  which 

(Please turn the page) 
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Senator 
(Story begins on page 15) 

is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t he  r a i l roads .  
D u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  II ,  f o r  ex- 

ample ,  us ing  the i r  s a m e  bas ic  
p lant ,  t he  r a i l r o a d s  doubled  t h e i r  
f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c  load  ove r  p r e v i o u s  
yea rs ,  and  ca r r i ed  more  t h a n  f o u r  
t imes  as  m a n y  passenge r s .  

Discr iminat ion  A g a i n s t  Rai l s  

So he re  we have  a v e r y  e f f ic ien t  
t y p e  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - - - o n e  which  
can  expand  t r emendous ly ,  one 
whose  c a p a c i t y  is huge,  one t h a t  
feeds  the  economy of  t he  c o u n t r y  
wi th  a $5 bi l l ion annua l  payro l l ,  
and,  f inal ly ,  a f o rm  of  t r a n s p o r t a -  
t ion  tha t ,  in sp i te  of  al l  I have  
to ld  Sena to r s ,  e a r n s  f a r  less  on 
i t s  ne t  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a n  does a n y  
o t h e r  l a rge  i n d u s t r y  in A m e r i c a - -  
no t  even 3 pe r  cent.  

One m i g h t  well  a sk  a t  th i s  
po in t :  Why ,  wi th  al l  t h e i r  v i r t ue s  
and  capabi l i t ies ,  a r e  the  r a i l r o a d s  
in such se r ious  t roub le  t o d a y ?  

The  a n s w e r  is f a i r l y  s i m p l e - -  
g r o s s l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  gove rnmen-  
t a l  policies  and  prac t ices .  

Disas trous  Consequences  

L e t  me po in t  ou t  the  d i s a s t r o u s  
consequences  these  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
p rac t i ces  and  policies have  b r o u g h t  
t he  r a i l road  indus t ry .  Ca r load ings  
d ropped  f rom 35½ mil l ion in 1957 
to  abou t  30 mil l ion in 1958---or  a 
decrease  of  15 per  cent.  

Ne t  income decl ined in 1958 by  
20 pe r  cent  u n d e r  t he  prev ious  
year .  Gross  cap i t a l  expend i tu r e s  on 
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p r o p e r t y  and  equ ipmen t  d r o p p e d  
f rom $1,383 mil l ion in 1957 to 
$740 mil l ion l a s t  y e a r - - a  w h o p p i n g  
46½ pe r  cent.  

This  r educ t ion  in p u r c h a s i n g  no t  
on ly  i m p a i r s  t h e  phys i ca l  condi t ion  
of  t he  r a i l roads ,  bu t  i t  s e r i ous ly  
a f fec t s  t he  s u p p l y  i ndus t ry ,  a long  
wi th  i t s  h u n d r e d s  of  t h o u s a n d s  of  
employes .  

Cure Needed 

Because  of  t he  se r ious  decl ine 
in r a i l r o a d  emp loymen t ,  i nc reased  
benef i t s  to  the  u n e m p l o y e d  have  
p laced  a se r ious  b u r d e n  upon  the  
u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  fund.  
This  is no t  a p r e t t y  p ic ture ,  is i t ?  

The  f inanc ia l  i l lness  of  the  ra i l -  
r o a d s  did  no t  s p r i n g  up ove rn igh t .  
I t  is in t he  fo rm of  c reep ing  pa-  
r a l y s i s  which  has  been  coming  on 
f o r  yea r s .  

I f  we do no t  begin  i m m e d i a t e l y  
to  t r y  to  cure  it,  the  defense  of  
A m e r i c a  will  be in se r ious  jeop-  
a rdy .  

Rai ls  and Defense  

In  a n y  new n a t i o n a l  emergency ,  
our  c o u n t r y  would  a g a i n  f ind  i t -  
se l f  s h o r t  of  t rucks ,  gasol ine ,  rub -  
be r  t i res ,  and  n e c e s s a r y  au tomo-  
t ive  pa r t s .  

Our  b i g g e s t  and  f a s t e s t  a i r -  
p lanes ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  je t s ,  would  
be d ive r t ed  to  m i l i t a r y  spo t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  the  world .  

The  r a i l roads ,  as  in W o r l d  W a r  
II,  would  then  be ca l led  upon  to 

c a r r y  bo th  o u r  m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  
and  the  v a s t  n u m b e r s  of  c iv i l ians  
d ive r t ed  f rom the  h i g h w a y s  and  
a i r w a y s .  

Defen se  Department  V iew 

The  D e p a r t m e n t  of  t he  A r m y  re-  
cen t ly  to ld  t he  I n t e r s t a t e  Com- 
merce  Commiss ion  t h a t  the  a b i l i t y  
of  the  r a i l r o a d s  to  p rov ide  pas -  
s enge r  se rv ice  has  decl ined to t he  
po in t  whe re  f u r t h e r  r educ t ions  
would  e n d a n g e r  ou r  n a t i o n a l  de- 
fense.  

D e p a r t m e n t  of  Defense  o f f ic ia l s  
have  to ld  t he  r a i l r o a d s  t h a t  t h e i r  
f r e i g h t  c a r  f lee t  is i n a d e q u a t e  to  
mee t  t he  d e m a n d s  of  ful l  mobi l i -  
zat ion.  P e r h a p s  i t  i s ;  I do no t  
know. I do know, however ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  were  on ly  a b o u t  28,000 new 
f r e i g h t  c a r s  on o r d e r  a s  of  l a s t  
D e c e m b e r  1. 

B u t  how can  we expec t  t he  ra i l -  
r o a d s  to  r e p a i r  i t s  old ca r s  and  
buy  new ones  a s  long  as  t he  in- 
dus t ry ,  h a m s t r u n g  by  a d v e r s e  pub-  
lic policies,  is p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  ea rn -  
ing  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  3 pe r  cen t?  

Nat iona l i za t ion  N o t  A n s w e r  
This  c o u n t r y  of  ou r s  m u s t  have  

a h e a l t h y  and  p r e p a r e d  r a i l r o a d  
i n d u s t r y  t h a t  will  have  the  ca- 
p a c i t y  to exceed even the  g r e a t  
job  i t  did in W o r l d  W a r  II ,  when  
ou r  r a i l r o a d s  hau led  90 per  cen t  
of  al l  domes t i c  m i l i t a r y  f r e i g h t  
and  97 pe r  cen t  of  all  o rgan ized  
t r o o p  movement s .  

W h a t  is t he  a n s w e r - - n a t i o n a l i -  
z a t i on?  N a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  in a n y  vi- 
t a l  i n d u s t r y  accompl i shes  l i t t le .  

The  poss ib i l i t i es  of  p e r m a n e n t  
h a r m  is a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  when  
G o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t s  to  do w h a t  
p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  can  do be t t e r .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  na t i ona l i za t i on  of  
a n y  i n d u s t r y  is c o n t r a r y  to ou r  
A m e r i c a n  concep ts  of  f ree  en te r -  
pr ise.  

World War  I Record 

No;  I do no t  bel ieve t h a t  na-  
t i ona l i za t ion  is t he  answer ,  and  I 
t h ink  S e n a t o r s  will  a g r e e  wi th  me 
a f t e r  I te l l  S e n a t o r s  w h a t  hap -  
pened  40 y e a r s  ago.  

Mos t  S e n a t o r s  will r e m e m b e r  
t h a t  t he  G o v e r n m e n t  took  ove r  t he  
r a i l r o a d s  in 1918 and  o p e r a t e d  
t h e m  for  26 m o n t h s  d u r i n g  the  
F i r s t  W o r l d  War .  

A c o m p a r i s o n  be tween  the  per-  
f o r m a n c e  of  t he  r a i l r o a d s  unde r  
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public and  pr iva te  opera t ion  is 
a s t o u n d i n g  and  f r igh ten ing .  

Taxes ,  N o t  Def ic i t s  

With  one- four th  fewer  employ- 
es, one- th i rd  fewer  locomotives, 
one- four th  fewer  f re igh t  cars, and  
one- th i rd  less passenger  cars  t h a n  
we had  in 1918, the  ra i l roads  
moved a lmos t  twice as much 
f r e igh t  and  more t h a n  twice as 
m a n y  passengers  in World W a r  II
when  they  were p r iva te ly  op- 
erated.  

Deficits r e su l t ing  f rom Federa l  
opera t ions  cost the  t axpaye r s  
n e a r l y  $2 mill ion a day  du r ing  
Wor ld  War  I, while the ra i l roads  
d u r i n g  World W a r  I I  paid taxes  to 
ou r  Gove rnmen t  ave rag ing  $3½
mil l ion a day. And  t h a t  is no t  the 
whole story.  

Effect Upon Government 

Serious as is the effect  of Gov- 
e r n m e n t  ownership  upon  the rail-  
roads,  i ts  effect upon G o v e r n m e n t  
i tself  is equal ly  serious. 

The  mos t  immedia te  effect if the 
ra i l roads  were na t ional ized  today  
would be the addi t ion  of nea r ly  
a mil l ion employes to G o v e r n m e n t  
payrol ls .  

A second effect upon  our  Gov- 
e r n m e n t  would be an  increase  of 
i ts  public debt  as a resu l t  of hav-  
ing  to pay  bill ions of dol lars  to 
the  presen t  owners  of the rail-  
roads.  

Frighten ing  P r o s p e c t  

All of us know w h a t  a t ime we 
are  hav ing  with the  coun t ry ' s  debt  
cei l ing today. 

We can imagine  the impact  of 
the  loss of tax  money  on our  
S ta tes  and  thousands  of ou r  com- 
muni t i es  across the Uni ted  Sta tes  
if the  ra i l roads  were Governmen t -  
owned and  tax  free. Such a 
t h o u g h t  is indeed f r igh ten ing .  

E f f e c t  on Other Transport  
But  w h a t  about  the effect  of 

G o v e r n m e n t  ownership  upon  the 
re la ted  economic sy s t ems?  

At  present ,  ra i l road  service is 
supplied by  hundreds  of p r iva te  
companies,  each one independen t  
with i ts  own operat ions  and  i ts  
own services, ye t  work ing  with 
o thers  to create  a unif ied na t iona l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  service. 

In  addit ion,  of course, t housands  
of t r uck ing  f i rms  and  hundreds  of 
wa te r  carr iers ,  air l ines,  pipelines,                            • • •

and  such are  f u r n i s h i n g  t r anspo r -  
ta t ion.  

Socia l i sm and C o m m u n i s m  

All of these  companies  are  in  
compet i t ion no t  on ly  be tween and  
among  the several  forms  of t r ans -  
po r t a t ion  bu t  also with each other.  

I f  we ever come to Gove rnmen t -  
opera ted  rai l roads,  we would thus  
produce compet i t ion  between pri- 
va te  and  public en te rpr i se  a t  
least  un t i l  the  o ther  forms  of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  came u n d e r  the 
aegis of Government .  

Af t e r  this  na t iona l iza t ion ,  then  
w h a t ?  Steel, c o a l - - b u t  why  go on?  

We canno t  let this  come to pass. 
Na t iona l iza t ion  would resu l t  ul t i-  
ma te ly  in social ism in ful l  bloom. 
Socialism, as we know it, is only  
one step removed f rom commu- 
nism. 

W h a t  Can Be Done  ? 

I f  Sena tors  agree wi th  me, and  
I am sure  t hey  do, t h a t  na t iona l i -  
za t ion  is ou t  of the quest ion,  w h a t  
can be done to res tore  the  rai l-  
roads to a hea l t hy  competi t ive po- 
s i t ion so t h a t  t hey  can ea rn  enough  
to a t t r a c t  addi t iona l  capi ta l  to 
m a i n t a i n  the i r  p lan t s  adequa te ly  
and  to expand  to meet  the  needs  
which migh t  well come tomor row 
f rom a na t i ona l  emergency  and  
which ce r t a in ly  will come f rom 
peacet ime g r o w t h ?  

F r a n k l y ,  I do no t  have  the  an-  
swer  today.  I ask, however,  if and  
when  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  legis la t ion 
comes before the  Congress,  t h a t  
all of us consider  such legis la t ion 
in the  l ight  of the  ra i l roads '  fax- 
reach ing  essen t ia l i ty  and  g rea t  im- 
por tance  to the  economy of our  
count ry .  Our  ra i l roads  are  indis-  
pensable.  Amer ica  canno t  afford 
to let  this  vi ta l  i n d u s t r y  wi ther  
on the  vine. 

U. S. Debt  to  Rai l s  

I f  I were asked to w h a t  i n d u s t r y  
Amer ica  owes more  t h a n  to a n y  
o the r  for  i ts  expans ion  and  devel- 
opment ,  I would in  all  candor  be 
bound to s ay  t h a t  ou r  debt  is to 
the  ra i l road  indus t ry .  Consequent -  
ly, we owe to it, the past ,  and  to  
our  fu ture ,  t h a t  we preserve  th is  
g rea t  i n d u s t r y - - s o  v i ta l  and  so 
needed for  f u r t h e r  peace a nd  pros-  
p e r i t y - - a n d  so ind ispensable  for  
us in case of a na t iona l  emergency.  
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Losses in the Erie Family  Bowlers 
(Story begins on page 11) 

DATE 
NAME OCCUPATION LOCATION OF DEATH

*Baran. Stephen Carman Port Jervis Car Dept. 12-17-58 
*Barretta, Salvatore Laborer Meadville Shop 1-29-59 
*Beck. Carl John Machinist Cleveland Loco. Dept. 2- 8-59 
Beeching, Arthur Kenneth Electrician Akron 2-10-59 

*Bessner. John Pipefitter Cleveland Loco. Dept. 11-26-58 
*Bongiovanni, Luigi Trackman N. Y. Term. Div. 12-12-58 
Brown. Edward James Trackman Allegany Div. 1-26-59 

"Burke. Edmund Dolan Chief Caller Hornell. Susq. Div. 1- 3-59 
*Carroll. George James Ex. Watchman Duane St. Stn.. N. Y. City 2- 5-59 
*Chapman. Arthur Orr Machinist Huntington Shop 11-19-58 
*Connor. Charles Leo Track Supervisor Rochester Div. 12- 8-58 
*Cullen, John James Boilermaker Helper Marine Dept. 2- 9-59 
*Davis. Stewart Robert Welder Dunmore Car Shop 2- 1-59 
*Decker. James Ross Switchtender New York Div. 12- 3-58 
"Demo. Andrew Car Inspector Cleveland 2- 7-59 
*Eaton, William Leonard Shop Hostler Port Jervis Loco. Dept. 1-14-59 
"Esponsito. Giovanni Ciro Machinist Dunmore Car Shop 1-30-59 
Felter, DeForest Machinist Marion Shop 2-8-59 

*Fessenden. Franklin Jay Pass. Car Painter Susquehanna Coach Shop 2- 3-59 
*Gallagher. Michael Joseph Operator Deposit 1- 1-59 
*Glass. John Trucker Jersey City Docks 1-17-59 
*Gleason, James Peter Brakeman Allegany Div. 12- ?-59 
*Gordon, Joseph Plumber N.Y.  Term. Div. 2-14-59 
*Hillygus. LeRoy Benjamin Rd. Frt. Conductor Susquehanna Div. 1- 2-59 
*Jackson. Floyd Alonzo Trackman Kent Division 2-10-59 
*Kiehl, William Engineer Kent Division 1-29-59 
*Kline. Albert Henry Flag Clerk Kent Division 1-27-59 
*Lawyer. James George Frt. Conductor Marion Division 1-26-59 
Lowery. James Patrick Yd. Brakeman Hornell. Susq. Dry. 1-22-59 

*Marshall. Clarence Edward Yd. Conductor Youngstown. Mahoning Div. 1- 1-59 
*Mazekewich. Michael Car Inspector Susquehanna 1-29-59 
*O'Neill. William Oscar Boilermaker Hornell Shop 2- 2-59 
*Pollock. Henry Cline Car Inspector Marion Car Dept. 12- 4-58 
*Price. Clarence Lorenzo Machinist Marion Shop 11-20-58 
*Ramph. Herman Charles Electrician Cleveland Diesel Shop 1-24-59 
*Reust. Joseph Car Repairer Huntington 10-24-58 
*Seamon. Merlin Lawrence Box Packer Susquehanna Frt. Car Dept. 12-20-58 
*Stone, Royal Carrothers Operator Kent Division 2-10-59 
*Sweeney. Edward Alexander Car Inspector Chicago 9-13-58 
*Turck, Spencer Boilermaker Helper Hornell Back Shop 2- 9-59 
*Walsh, John Ambrose Conductor Wyoming Division 10-18-58 
*Warren. John Edwin Fireman Delaware Division 1-27-59 
Webb. George Sadler Janitor 28th St. Stn., N. Y. City 1-25-59 

*Retired Employes. 

NATIONAL ALUMINATE CORPORATION 

Diesel Cooling System and Steam Generator  
Wate r  Treatments �• Combustion Catalysts �•
Fuel Oil Treatments �• Weed & Brush Control 

W. H. MINER, INC. 
EFFICIENT RAILWAY APPLIANCES 

CERTIFIED FRICTION DRAFT GEARS 
CERTIFIED RUBBER DRAFT GEARS 

POWER HAND BRAKES 
TRUCK SPRING SNUBBERS 

THE ROOKERY CHICAGO 

w i t h  s c o r e s  o f  611  o r  a b o v e .  

T o p  p l a c i n g s  i n  t h e  e v e n t s ,  a s  

a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  fo l -  

l o w :  

Five  Man Team 

1 s t ,  F r e i g h t  C l a i m ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  

3078 ,  $ 1 1 0 ;  2 n d ,  S u n n y  B r o o k  

G o l f ,  K e n t  ( B e r n a r d  K a l e ,  B o b  

D o h m e ,  D a v e  S t e e l ,  E d  K a l e ,  J o e  

K a p p e l a ) ,  3011 ,  $ 8 0 ;  3 r d ,  W r e c k -  

e r s ,  K e n t  ( J e r r y  N e w t o n ,  J o h n  E l -  

lis,  J i m  D e  L e o n e ,  J o s e p h  L o n g .  

R o b e r t  C u l b e r t s o n ) ,  3008 ,  $70  ; 

4 t h ,  F r e i g h t ,  A k r o n  ( A .  P a u k o v ,  

J a c k  B r u k e ,  H o w a r d  R i c h a r d .  

G e n e  K i e f e r ,  C h a r l e s  J o h n s ) ,  3002 ,  

$60  ; 5 t h ,  T r a i n m e n ,  S a l a m a n c a  

( N e d  G a y f o r d ,  V e r n o n  G o r d o n .  

R i c h a r d  G a y f o r d ,  L e o n  B e a n ) .  

2947,  $5O. 

Doubles  

1 s t ,  K r a m e r ,  Gil l ,  M e a d v i l l e ,  1306 .  

$ 6 5 ;  2 n d ,  M a g l i o ,  M o r g a n ,  Hobo. -  

k e n ,  $ 5 5 ;  3 r d ,  K i e f e r ,  J o h n s ,  A k r o n ,  

1273,  $ 5 0 ;  4 t h ,  R i c h a r d s ,  K e n t ,  

A k r o n ,  1255 ,  $ 4 5 ;  5 t h ,  N i c k  T e p -  

s i ck ,  S t a n i s l o w ,  B r i e r  Hi l l ,  1241.  

$40. 

S i n g l e s  

1s t ,  J e r r y  M i c k u n a s ,  A k r o n ,  693,  

$ 5 0 ;  2 n d ,  J o s e p h  L a  G u a r d i a ,  

Y o u n g s t o w n ,  687,  $ 4 0 ;  3 r d ,  J a m e s  

F r e t l o o s e ,  B r i e r  Hi l l ,  675 ,  $ 3 5 ;  4 t h ,  

E u g e n e  E l i c k ,  H u n t i n g t o n ,  673,  

$ 3 2 . 5 0 ;  R o b e r t  C u l b e r t s o n ,  K e n t ,  

672 ,  $3O. 

A l l  E v e n t s  

1 s t ,  M a g l i o ,  H o b o k e n ,  1989,  $ 2 5 :  

2 n d ,  J a m e s  F r e t l o o s e ,  Y o u n g s t o w n ,  

1939 ,  $ 2 0 ;  A u s t i n  C a n n o n ,  C l e v e -  

l a n d ,  1936,  $ 1 5 ;  C u l b e r t s o n ,  K e n t ,  

1895,  $ 1 0 ;  C l a r e n c e  G a t s ,  K e n t ,  

1889,  $5. 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  M e d a l s  o f  H o n o r  

a r e  a w a r d e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

G o v e r n m e n t  t o  p e r s o n s  w h o  r i s k  

t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s  t o  s a v e  o t h e r  l i v e s  

in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t r a i n  a n d  o t h e r  

r a i l w a y  o p e r a t i o n s .  S i n c e  t h e  a c t  

o f  C o n g r e s s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  

a w a r d s  w a s  p a s s e d  in  1905,  a 

t o t a l  o f  s e v e n t y  m e d a l s  o f  h o n o r  

h a v e  b e e n  a w a r d e d .  O f  t h e s e ,  

s i x t y - o n e  h a v e  b e e n  t o  r a i l w a y  e m -  

p l o y e s .  
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Our nation's economy and defense 

efforts are int imately l inked with a 

sound rai l road system. But are 

the railroads as sound or strong 

as they could be ? 

NOTES FOR THE CONGRESSIONAL CALENDAR 
Certainly the transportation legislation enacted by Congress last year was a helpful 
step in the right direction. 

But still further legislative action is needed if the railroads are to solve the problems 
that plague them. 

Of the many vital objectives which should be considered, here are several which 
demand prompt attention: 

1. Removal of obstacles to transport divers i f icat ion-  
Railroad taxes help to pay for airports and airways, waterways, and highways. But 
railroads are not permitted to use these facilities to provide customer services on 
the same basis as their competitors. Shouldn't the railroads have this right? 

2. Repeal of the excise tax on passenger t r a v e l -  
Enacted to discourage travelers during World War II from using overburdened 
public carriers, the t a x - n o w  10%- i s  still hindering travel by rail and other for- 
hire carriers. Shouldn't it be abolished? 

3. Repeal of agricultural commodities exemption or extension of the exemption to 
include railroads and other non-motor carr iers -  
Congress has exempted motor vehicles from regulation when hauling agricultural 
commodities, but has subjected all other carriers to regulation when they are 
moving the same commodities. Shouldn't all...or none...be regulated? 

4. Realistic revision of tax depreciation p o l i c i e s -  
Tax policies on depreciation of railroad plant and equipment are a drag on railroad 
modernization efforts. Shouldn't these outdated tax policies be changed? 

5. Imposition of adequate charges for the use of transportation facilities provided 
at public e x p e n s e -  
Railroads support themselves and pay taxes. Yet they have to compete with other 
forms of transportation that use facilities provided, maintained, and operated by 
Government with money supplied largely by taxpayers, including the railroads. 
Shouldn't these users pay their own costs of doing business? 

Legislative action in these and other areas is necessary if the railroads are to be given 
the equality of opportunity upon which their future health depends. 

Financially sound, progressive, and strong railroads are essential to a dynamic American 
economy and to our national defense. 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS Washington, D. C. 
April, 1959 31 
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YOUR PARTNER  . . .

IN GETTING THE GOODS THERE ON TIME! 

P ERSONAL attention to customers' shipping 
problems by this Erie  t raff ic  representa- 

t i v e - a n d  others like h im- - i s  an important  
part  of the complete customer service  Erie 
offers you. 

You'll find his brand of personal  interest  in 
helping work out the details of your shipments 
is hard to match. He's "on the spot" when you 
need fast information,  special  equipment or 
assistance. And you'll like his"follow-through" 

on helping make sure your shipment gets there 
--where and when you want it. 

Customer service  is much more than just a 
phrase on the Erie. It's a philosophy of running 
a railroad--of meshing the contributions of every 
department on the Erie to fit your needs. You'll 
see one important phase in action when you call 
in your Erie "partner" the next time you ship 
to or from the indust r ia l  area  served by the 
dependable Erie. 

(REPRINTED AS AN EXAMPLE OF MAGAZINE ADS RUN TO INFORM SHIPPERS OF ERIE SERVICES) 




